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November, 2020
CALENDAR
MEETINGS/EXHIBITS
MEETINGS
Meeting:
Date:
Where:

WPW Board Meeting
November 5, 2020
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83985073692?pwd=dDZDQVlPTmpVS1hwQVRrU3NZYVFpQT09
or use Zoom Meeting ID: 839 8507 3692. Passcode: 486639
Time:
1:00 - 2:00 pm
All members are welcome to attend. To RSVP and get the Zoom link for the meeting, contact, Arlene
Weinstock: president@womenpainterswest.org
Meeting:
WPW Member Meeting
Date:
November 12, 2020
Presenter: Ruth Armitage, Presenter: “Moving Towards Abstraction”
Time:
1:00 - 2:30 pm
Where:
Zoom
Fee:
$10
PayPal: https://womenpainterswest.org/payments/
RSVP by Friday, November 6, 2020, by paying the fee.
(Zoom information will be provided the day before the meeting to members and guests who RSVPs)
Meeting: Valley Book Club
Date:
December 17, 2020
Time:
1:00 -2:30 pm
Where:
Zoom
All members are invited to attend. Contact Rea Nagel reanagel@mac.com

CURRENT CALL for Artists
Exhibit Title:
Exhibit Dates:
Deadline:

“Picture It: Justice for All”
December 5 - January 3, 2021
Sunday, November 29, 2020

UPCOMING MEETINGS
December 10, 2020: Virtual Holiday Party: Speaker/Entertainer: Gary Friedman, Watercolorist
Demo with music and WPW Member created Posed Masterworks,
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https://www.garyfriedmanart.com/home
January 14, 2021: Kathy Leader, Presenter: “Meditation and Creativity”
How meditation influences your ability to create art in a more liberated way.
https://www.theart-process.com

REGISTERING FOR MEMBER MEETINGS:
Member Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the Month.
COST: $10 payable on PayPal
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: Friday before the meeting
Go to: https://womenpainterswest.org/payments/ to make your donation of an amount you
can afford or feel is appropriate. WPW will email the Zoom sign-in to you. If you cannot
use PayPal or have other financial or technical issues, contact Arlene
Weinstock president@womenpainterswest.org and we will do our best to accommodate
your circumstances.

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
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When this roller coaster ride end? Just when I think I'm fine, the next
moment I'm wondering which end it up. My ability to create new art has
been low, yet I am experimenting and eeking out some new work. I really
thought I would be so productive while being at stuck home. Ha! I'm
seeing that stuck at home or not, I assign time to be in the studio working.
It is easy to get distracted stuck at home or not. To balance that out, there
is always inspiration coming from WPW.
I'm excited about the upcoming activities WPW has planned.
-- Online Exhibit: "Picture It - Justice for All" is accepting entries until
November 29
-- "The Art of Coping" our first online exhibit has been invited to become
an inperson visit by the City of Loveland Museum in Colorado.
Participating artists will send their work to the museum for an exhibit that
will run from January to May.
-- A Century of California Women Artists: 100th Year Anniversary
Exhibition has been rescheduled to November 9, 2021. Other activities are
being planned for the full year 2021 to celebrate this milestone.
--December Meeting will be a virtual party. See the details in this
newsletter. All members are asked to recreate a famous painting using
house items then take a picture of the result. We will show the before and
after images at the party.
-- All members are also invited to the Valley Book Group. It has been
great fun to be part of the book group. I've gotten to meet people in a new
way, have fun discussing a book about with artists - how refreshing.
I hope to see you soon on Zoom. Be careful, safe, and healthy.
Arlene
Women Painters West, President

Upcoming Exhibits
CURRENT EXHIBIT: "Picture It - Justice for All”
The exhibit's concept is inspired by the words of Toni Morrison, who wrote: “This is precisely the time
when artists go to work. There is no time for despair, no place for self-pity, no need for silence, no room for
fear. We speak, we write, we do language. That is how civilizations heal”.
"Picture It - Justice for All" will showcase WPW artists' work impacted by the challenges of the difficult
events in our country in recent months. This is an online juried show. Paintings, drawings, digital work,
sculpture are all eligible. Please submit work that you have produced during these challenging times.
Admission will apply toward Active Membership.
Exhibit Title:
Exhibit Dates:
Deadline:
Fees:
Venue:
Juror:
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First Place $300
Second Place $200
Third Place $100
Online Juried Shows
To enter on OnlineJuriedShows.com ,
click HERE
Ellen Levine: 1ellenlevine@gmail.com
Ellen Glick: ellensmail123@yahoo.com

UPCOMING MEETINGS
NEXT MEETING
Date:
November 12, 2020: Ruth Armitage, Presenter: “Moving Towards Abstraction”
Time:
1:00 - 2:30 pm
Where:
Zoom
Fee:
$10
RSVP By Monday November 9. Your PayPal payment is your RSVP.

Ruth Armitage
Do you wonder what makes abstract art more than just 'something your 5 year old could do?' Have you
always wanted to move beyond painting from photographs or painting what you see?
Topics: The difference between abstraction and non-objective painting; How the design principles and
elements help direct process; How working in a series helps discover a way to paint abstractly that feels
personal and fulfilling; Key takeaways for judging abstract paintings. https://rutharmitage.com

Biography
Ruth Armitage is a painter from rural Oregon City, Oregon. Her passion for
color is evident in her abstract paintings. Ruth is a Signature member of
many prestigious National Watercolor Societies, including, NWS, RMNW,
SDWS, NWWS, WFWS, CWA and WW. She is a Past President of the
Watercolor Society of Oregon (WSO) and a recipient of their Outstanding
Service Award.
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Among other top awards, she has earned the Loa Ruth Sprung award in
the 95th National Watercolor Society Annual Exhibition, and been included
in the 149th Annual American Watercolor Society Exhibition in New York.
Look for a feature article on her work in the Spring, 2016 issue of Acrylic
Artist Magazine.
Ruth is represented by the Portland Art Museum’s Rental Sales Gallery in
Portland, Oregon, Freed Gallery in Lincoln City, Oregon and Earthworks
Gallery in Yachats, Oregon. As a former High School teacher, she enjoys
sharing the creative process in the classroom and has juried several
regional and national exhibitions. Her classes cater to a wide range of
abilities and expression, from realism to abstraction.

Artist’s Statement
My recent work has focused on memories of my childhood as a farm kid.
Each painting is an homage to a place that haunts my memory: the family
farm. Seasonal changes remind me of the work or growth, the weather,
and myriad activities. Swimming in the river, harvest, tilling, planting and
fertilizing are inextricably layered with more personal family joys and
dramas. My family roots run deep in this place, entwined with history and
hard work. The place had a big role in making me who I am.
My paintings begin with a title, a feeling or a specific memory. I favor
words and phrases that have layers of meaning. The curious viewer can
glean hints to my story from these titles. This loosely held idea guides
each decision. Color is always my next consideration. I slather on rich,
vibrant color and embellish with gestural script-like pencil and brush
marks. My mark-making often starts with letterforms and sometimes
evolves into a pattern.
My work appears to be non-objective, but I start with a title that helps
direct my path. Usually, I end up with a painting that appears to be totally
abstract, but the title can hint at the subject matter. I’ve been incorporating
a bit more realism into my landscapes lately, too. I hope viewers are able
to experience the work and add their own stories and meanings to the
viewing.

OTHER MEETINGS
Women Painters West December Holiday Event
Thursday, December 10th at 1:00pm
This is a free event!
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Arranged by Idelle Okman Tyzbir and Jeanne Iler
This year we will be celebrating the December Holidays, from our homes, with a creative, fun project
created by you; a live watercolor painting demonstration of a winter scene by artist Gary Friedman;
followed by holiday guitar music by Gary. He is also a professional musician! The final agenda will be
provided closer to the event.
Happily, you will also have the opportunity for reconnecting with friends in Zoom “break-out rooms”.
It will be VIRTUAL on ZOOM! So get your computers up and running…
Our art project is inspired by one that was sponsored by The Getty Museum this year. We are asking you
to find a well-known piece of art, 2D or 3D, and imaginatively recreate it using items, people, animals,
etc…, that you have at home! This link will give you information about the project, where to get ideas,
where to find artworks, plus several examples. You will take a photo of your finished piece, (or have
another person take the photo if you are in it) and send it to Idelle Tyzbir, idellet@mac.com. She will
assemble all of the photos so they can be shared. We are expecting great things from you! It will be fun
and memorable! You will need to send your art photos to Idelle no later than November 20th to be
included in the fun. This will give her time to pull everything together.
An example:
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WPW Book Clubs
The WPW book clubs are open to all members.

Valley Book Club
Date:
Time:
Where:
Book:

December 17, 2020
1:00-2:30 pm
Zoom
The Art Thief, by Noah Charney

Summary: The disappearance of a priceless Caravaggio in Rome and the famous 'White on White' by
Russian painter Kasimir Malevich in Paris heralds the start of a series of seemingly unconnected art
crimes across Europe. Fitting the pieces together as they follow a trail of bluffs and double-bluffs, bizarre
clues and intellectual puzzles, Inspector Jean-Jacques Bizot in Paris and Harry Wickenden of Scotland
Yard come to realize that what at first appears a spate of random thefts is all part of a single master plan,
and that they are being led ever deeper into a baffling conspiracy.
This fiendishly clever debut thriller takes us behind the scenes of the elite fine art world of auction houses,
academia and museums to offer a fascinating view of art history, witty, fast-paced dialogue and an eversurprising plot that twists its way from Rome to Paris to London and back again.
The book is available on Kindle for $12.99 and also from the Los Angeles Public Library.
Contact:

Rea Nagel: reanagel@mac.com

City Book Club:

The group has decided to suspend meetings until they can be held in person
again. Members are welcome to attend the Valley Book Club.
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Contact: Linde Caughey linde.caughey@gmail.com

HOW TO USE ZOOM
If you have not yet done a Zoom meeting, now is the time to get set up. Please contact Arlene Weinstock
for help: hone 540-729-3873. If you do not know how to use Zoom she will do a test meeting to make
sure you know how to get in.
Using Zoom without Video
If you do not have a phone, pad, or computer with video, you can call into a Zoom meeting with just a
phone. Dial-in information will be included in the sign-in information you are provided for each meeting.

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS
THE ART OF COPING
VENUE: Loveland Museum, Loveland, Colorado
DATES: January - March 2021
“The Art of Coping” WPW Exhibit will travel to the Loveland Museum. Exhibiters were offered the
opportunity during September via email flash, and the list of participants is finalized.
https://www.lovelandmuseumgallery.org

WOMEN PAINTERS WEST: A CENTURY OF CALIFORNIA WOMEN ARTISTS: 100th
Year Anniversary Installation, Brand Library
The exhibit, previously rescheduled for June of 2021, has been rescheduled to November 9, 2021.
There is concern that the City of Glendale and the Brand cannot guarantee an in-person event due to
Covid 19 guidelines. They have offered us an extended date of November 9, 2021. Since this is such a
historic event for WPW it is in our best interest to accept this offer and reschedule. We look forward to
several shows between now and then and many other events to celebrate our 100th year milestone. If you
have any ideas, please contact me. The good news is everyone will have more time to paint!
Diane Karpel, Exhibition Chair
jdkarpel@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP
BYLAWS & CONSTITUTION UPDATE PROJECT REPORT
Bylaws Committee members Susan Price, Susan Gesundheit and Diane Karpel have met several
times to edit and update our bylaws and standing rules. Our Parliamentarian, January Garabedian
will do a final review before submitting to the Board. Hopefully, the Board will have a chance to
review the changes before the November meeting. After Board review, Arlene will send both the
original and revised bylaws to the entire membership for approval. They must be voted on by all
WPW members.
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Diane Karpel acknowledges Susan Price’s stellar contribution to the project.
Diane Karpel

VALLEY BOOK CLUB PAST MEETING REPORT
“Pluche, Or the Love of Art”, by Jean Dutourd
We had quite a lively discussion of “Pluche”. We agreed this book was a bit of a tedious read in that the
main character was somewhat depressed, since he was in a state of non-productivity of his art, or as he
called it, “sterility”. That is probably why he wrote obsessively in his journal, painting with words the
people in his life: his good friend, whose work he admired but was not too productive and very involved
with his family; his brother in law, whose work he did NOT admire, but who was very productive in sales of
his work which he was not true to, and also not too involved with his family; and his brother, who although
lived a good life, asked him for a large loan.
Pluche, in comparison to those three, considered himself a true artist, (whether he painted or not) since he
had no significant other, no children, lived meagerly, and indulged instead in the distractions of writing, his
mistress, visiting the antique dealer, and his new dog.
After semi-successful interactions in attempts to change the course of the lives of the three
aforementioned, he finally accepts who they are, and decides he is grateful to relieve himself of the
burden of his own small wealth to his brother. Encouraged by the news of big exhibition of his work by his
dealer, he decides to buy art materials to end his period of artistic sterility, which, ironically, will bring him
his own material success and artistic recognition. We appreciated the snippets of wisdom, quotes on art,
artists and life, and Pluch’s trueness to himself. We had some discussion on relating to ourselves as
artists with periods of non-productivity, and how we deal with it. Some paint at 3 am! Some need the
inspiration of working with a group. It is hard now being isolated but if we want it the tools are near our
grasp waiting for us to create!
--Susan Gesundheit

MEMBERS NEWS
Members’ News should be sent by the 14th of the month to Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com
Lana Blades, Marian Fortunati, Susan Gesundheit, Debra Hintz, Natalie Smythe, and Linda Stelling
are in California Art League’s Gold Medal Exhibition, “Wild World," a virtual art show opening October 25
at: californiaartleague.org
Susan Gesundheit is the Spotlight Artist on the newly launched SFVACC/SCORE
website, www.sfvacc.org A video interview is on youtube at: https://youtu.be/2WuNxemHuV4
Carol Orzack exhibited her abstract photographic image on aluminum pane "Afternoon delLIGHT" at
Orange County Center for Contemporary Art in the show, "INTO THE LIGHT." The exhibition was juried by
Nicholas Barlow, Curatorial Assistant of Contemporary Art & Photography at the Hammer Museum. She
also participated in an invitational only exhibition, "OCCCA @ 40," celebrating the 40th birthday of the
Orange County Center for Contemporary Art. The show was online and featured her mixed media collage,
“Deep In the Woods."
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES (not from WPW)
The San Diego Museum of Art Artists Guild
2020 Juried Online International Winter Exhibition
December 1, 2020 – January 31, 2021
Online Gallery will be posted: http://www.sdmaag.org/2020-winter-exhibition
DEADLINE TO ENTER
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. Pacific Standard Time

FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/groups/49019849628
Search for Women Painters West on Facebook and then ask to join. Nancy Lawrence is the
administrator and will add your name as a Facebook page member to receive notifications. WPW
has a Facebook page to which you can be linked.

INSTAGRAM
https://www.instagram.com/womenpainterswest/
WPW has an Instagram page. Post your artwork on our page and link to it. You might include
#womenpainterswest to your Facebook and Instagram posts.

ART NEWS OF INTEREST TO WPW MEMBERS
ONGOING CONTROVERSY OVER ARCHITECTURAL CHOICES FOR THE NEW LACMA:
Interview with Peter Zumthor
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/10/12/the-iconoclast-remaking-los-angeles-most-importantmuseum
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EARLY HOLIDAY GIFT LIST CHOICE
“Hollywood Arensberg: Avant-Garde Collecting in Midcentury L.A.,” a new book from Getty
Publications about the home and art collection of Louise and Walter Arensberg, Los Angeles art
collectors
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-10-01/hollywood-arensberg-book-artcollecting
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