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www.womenpainterswest.org
President’s Message
Calendar:
February 11, 2010
Luncheon meeting 11:30
Monterey at Encino Glen
Guest Speaker:
Mary-Austin Klein
SCHEDULED EXHIBITIONS
February 6 – February 27, 2010
Orlando Gallery
One Foot Show
Take-in: Sat., Jan. 30, 10 to noon
Pickup unaccepted work: same day
1 to 3 pm
Reception: Sat., Feb. 6, 6 to 9 pm
Awards: 7 pm
Pickup at end of show:
Feb. 27 11:30 to 1:00 pm

Two years ago, a friend and I began a group
that we dubbed ArtTalk. We invited 17 people,
nine of whom came to the first meeting, and
attrition brought us to a comfortable seven,
where we remained until last month, when we
brought in member number eight. We meet for
three hours once a month on a Saturday
morning, and the host(ess) makes breakfast.
Some of our goals are to provide support for
individual direction and challenge (with a
capital C!) ourselves to talk about our work, to speak about where it
comes from, what motivates it and what trials and tribulations we
encounter in the process. The group setting is also a forum for
discussing ideas about art.
The topic of “discussing our own work” is sometimes a thorn in the
sides of some members, and “to discuss or not to discuss” occasionally
becomes the discussion. Is it important to have insight into your own
process, or is it enough just to do it? So far, we have no consensus, but
our opinions range from: “the experience is richer for both artist and
viewer for being able to articulate about the work” to “if you work
intuitively, the work is what it is and requires no internal/external
discussion. Youʼve done it, youʼve put it out there, itʼs out of your
hands.” Both of these are somewhat clichéd views.

We all know about the elevator speeches that artists are supposed to
have rehearsed in advance of chance encounters with opportunity. We
all have had the experience of reading statements that go along with
work at museums – think of the current MOCA and the recent Charles
Burchfield exhibits. Yet, in listening to a podcast series called “What
Curators Want,” several of them say that artists are often incompetent
statement writers, and the curators typically donʼt put a high priority on
reading artistsʼ words – for them, at least initially, the work really must
stand on its own. Burchfield kept extensive notes about his work, which later became statements for the public
to read. Was he a better artist for having been able to articulate what he was doing? Are we more enlightened
viewers for having this information available as guidance? Would the MOCA exhibit be a lesser experience
without benefit of statements attached to each piece of work?

March Field Trip
LA Louver Gallery
Thursday, March 11, 11:00
(details for sign-up in newsletter)

So far, our group does not have the answers, but weʼre working on it.
If you have an opinion on this, let us know what you think.
Sincerely,
Nancy Goodman Lawrence

FEBRUARY SPEAKER: MARY-AUSTIN KLEIN
Born in San Bernardino and raised on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula, Mary-Austin found inspiration in the California
landscape at an early age. The Otis Art Institute of Parsons
School of Design took her inland to Los Angeles where she
and her husband are currently 20-year residents of the Echo
Park district in Los Angeles (their homes for the last 18 years
have bordered on Elysian Park land). They also spend many
weekends at their desert cabin in Twentynine Palms, CA.
Klein returned to painting landscape in 2001. From the first
show she has developed a following of art collectors who
appreciate her detailed realism documenting natural
landscapes. Her paintings are exquisite, small-scale, desertscapes that capture the light and magic of the Mojave. She
takes numerous trips to remote desert regions throughout
the year to gather new material for her work.

Mary Austin-Klein

Mary-Austin Klein has exhibited her work in
Los Angeles, Joshua Tree as well as
Twentynine Palms, and Pasadena. She has
been featured for her artwork and her
advocacy efforts in The Guide to the Wild
Mojave publication, sponsored by the
California Wilderness Coalition, and has
appeared in The Desert Trail and LA Architect
magazine. Klein is a teacher of art,
photography and woodworking.
- Darlene Mellein, Program Chair

Empty Lot, by Mary-Austin Klein

Saline Valley Plano, by Mary-Austin Klein

Encino Terrace Center Exhibit
Our next exhibit will begin on January 20, 2010. I hope
that you had the opportunity to see the last exhibit.
Once again, we hung a beautiful example of the
wonderful work done by our members. People are
finding out about the exhibits, and so our audience is
growing. Hopefully it will mean more sales in the future.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those
who have helped with takedowns, take-ins and
hangings. Without you, we could not continue to have
our work in this wonderful venue.
If you did not submit work this time, there will be other
opportunities in the future.
Marge Rheuban
Encino Terrace Center Chair

MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence
To submit your art events, send your information
to Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com.
All submissions must be sent no later than the
10th of each month.

Susanne Belcher, Donna Geist Buch,
Darlene Mellein and Loraine Veeck will
be exhibiting their work in La Galeria
Gitana's "Urban Spaces: The San
Fernando Valley" from Jan. 23 to March 20
with an opening reception on Jan. 23 from
6 to 10 p.m.
Dalia Hay-Acco's work was juried into
Schomburg Gallery, Bergamot Station.
Ester Pearlman is showing her work at
Green Tangerine, an “eco friendly seasonal
store”in Brentwood.
Pat Salmonsʼ painting, “Bubbleyum” was
juried into the VIVA Gallery SCORE VIII
exhibition.
Masha Schweitzer has exhibited in the
following in the past year: “2010 Delta
National Small Prints Exhibition,” Arkansas
State University; “The Turner 8th National
Print Competition and Exhibition 2010,” CA
State University, Chico; “Evolution and
Change,” Tustin, CA; “The JWAN National
Juried Exhibition: Like Water on a Rock, ”
American Jewish University; “Boston
Printmakers: Field Report,” multiple
galleries; “Brand 38 Works on Paper –
Beginnings,” Brand Library Gallery and
“California Open Exhibition,” T.A.G. Gallery.
Grace Swanson received the second
place award in the VIVA Gallery SCORE
VIII exhibition.

February Speaker, Ann Diener, and Darlene Mellein

Sharon Towle's watercolors are included
in the " Best of America, Watermedia
Artists, Volume II,” Kennedy Publishing.

Exhibition News
We are looking forward to our upcoming exhibit, the “One Foot Show,” at the Orlando Gallery.
Please see the enclosed prospectus for details. We encourage members to hand out postcards
and send out evites (which will be sent to you) in order to have a successful and well-attended
show.
Andrea Raft Exhibition Chair andrea@andrearaftstudio.com
Toby Salkin Exhibition Clerk tsalkin@aol.com

No Meeting in March - Field Trip to LA Louver Gallery
In lieu of our regular meeting, WPW is taking a field trip to LA Louver Gallery in Venice on
Thursday, March 11 at 11:00. LA Louver is located at 45 N. Venice Blvd. There is a small parking
lot directly across the street (LA Louver validates) and ample street parking nearby. If you would
like to have lunch afterward, there are many restaurants in the area, including Jamesʼ Beach next
door and Dannyʼs 4 blocks north and just off of the boardwalk.
The gallery director, Elizabeth Eastman, will be giving us a tour, and artist Jonathan Laskerʼs
paintings will be on view. There is a $10 fee to attend and a 50-person limit at the gallery, so
reservations will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis. If you would like to attend, please
send your $10 check to our Programs Chair, Darlene Mellein, 5741 Vista del Monte Ave., Van
Nuys, Ca 91411.

Great Thanks to all the Newsletter Staff
Contributors
Managing editor: Nancy Lawrence; Layout editor: Dave
Lawrence; Proofreader, Judi Birnberg; Feature articles:
Darlene Mellein, Marge Rheuban, Andrea Raft; Photos:
Lisa Semler; Mailing: Mathilde Lombard

PROSPECTUS

ORLANDO GALLERY
18376 VENTURA BLVD. TARZANA, CA 91356
GALLERY HOURS: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:30- 3:30
(818) 705-5368

“ONE FOOT SHOW”
(12” X 12”)
FEBRUARY 6 - 27, 2010
JURORS OF SELECTION AND AWARDS
BOB GINO AND DON GRANT - GALLERY DIRECTORS
________________________________________________________________
AWARDS: WOMEN PAINTERS WEST AWARD - $500
ALICE LEONARD AWARD - $250 No limitations
RUTH PROBST KAIN AWARD - $250 Contemporary-Water Media
HONORABLE MENTION
________________________________________________________________

Please refer to directory for guidelines.
NO ORNATE FRAMES
$25 FOR TWO ENTRIES - MUST BE EXACTLY 12” X 12” FRAMED OR UNFRAMED
NO EXCEPTIONS
____________________________________________________
IMPORTANT DATES
Take-in:
Pick-up unaccepted work:
Show opens:
Reception
Pick-up at end of show

Saturday, January 30, 2010
Same day
February 6, 2010
Saturday, Feb. 6, 6 to 9 p.m.
Saturday, February 27, 2010

10 a.m. to 12 Noon
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Awards 7:00 p.m.
11:30 – 1:00 p.m.

Nancy Goodman Lawrence
3642 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Luncheon Meeting

February 11, 2010 at 11:30 a.m.

At:

Monterey at Encino Glen
16821 Burbank Blvd.
Encino, CA 91436

Program:

Mary-Austin Klein, Guest Speaker

Menu:

Tuna, chicken and egg trio salad
Pasta primavera

Cost:

$21

Board Meeting:

10:00 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on FRIDAY, February 5, 2010.
Mailing the form below to:

Telephone:
E-mail to:

Trice Tolle, Reservations Chair
7001 Aldea Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406
Trice Tolle at (818) 345-1671 Please speak clearly
Tricetolle@aol.com

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s) and please spell the name.
______________
Guest(s) Name(s)
Memberʼs Name
If you are unable to attend after making a reservation, please call Trice before the deadline, or you will be held
financially responsible for the cost of the luncheon.

