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President’s Message

CALENDAR
March 8 , 2007
Luncheon Meeting
The Sportsmen’s Lodge
Menu: Lasagna
Featured Speaker:
Artist Jim Morphesis
April 12, 2007
Tour of the Geffen Contemporary
(In Conjunction with WACK - MOCA)
No Luncheon Meeting
May 10, 2007
Luncheon Meeting
Featured Speaker: Jeffrey Karpel
Intellectual Property Attorney
2007 Scholarship Awards/Grants
Raffles and Book Sale
SCHEDULED EXHIBITIONS
VIVA Gallery
May 9 - 26, 2007
Show title: “There's No Stopping Her Now”

California State University
Studio Channel Islands Art Center
May 12 - June 30, 2007
Show title: “Women Working”

At its Leadership Conference last July, 2006, the Board
of Directors set as its Philanthropy goal the following for
2006-07: To provide financial assistance for the development of emerging artists and to offer philanthropic aid
to the community. Under this goal, a primary objective
has been to develop a philosophy of philanthropy that
will guide the board in making future decisions about
where funds will be spent. Please read this statement of
Philosophy of Philanthropy on page 4.
Because of the very generous donations that members
have made in a variety of ways, WPW is able to expand our assistance to others, as well as enriching and enhancing members’ professional opportunities.
The Board continues our usual scholarship funds and also is adding some new
places to donate monies that you have generated. The Philanthropy committee
studied various opportunities and reported their recommendations to the board
in February. Please see page 4.
It is a wonderful honor and pleasure for this president to be a part of this
process of generous Philanthropic giving and watch it continue to grow. Your
Board of Directors is leading by example, giving of their time, talent and treasure. I thank them and all of you for caring about our Mission, one part of which
is “to provide financial assistance for the development of emerging artists and
to offer philanthropic aid to the community.”
For your calendar: Please note that in April there will be no luncheon
meeting. Instead, we will “meet” for a guided tour at the Geffen Contemporary
Museum in downtown Los Angeles. See the article on page 2 and the insert on
page 3 for full details!
June Phelps, President

310-459-2879; jphelpspacpal@aol.com

March Speaker: Jim Morphesis
Dramatic, compelling, powerful and passionate; these are words often used to describe
the work of well-known artist Jim Morphesis.
Morphesis made his reputation from his intense paintings of the male torso, derived from
the image of the crucifixion, an omnipresent element in his art today. The artist was
raised Greek Orthodox and often attended church with his grandmother.
“As a child, one of the earliest and most impressive images that I recall was the painting above the altar, of this guy, brave and vulnerable, nailed to a piece of wood. The
interior (of the church) was decorated in a traditional Byzantine style, filled with icons
and other really unusual paintings, so it was opulent and very lush.”
continued on page 2

EXHIBITION NEWS
As I write this article, our show, “Woman as Witness,” has
not yet taken place. Those of you who have volunteered
throughout the day I say, thank you. Your help is greatly
appreciated and we could not accomplish this for our
membership if you didn’t give of your time. I would like to
say a big thank you to Karen Hansen, our Exhibition
Clerk, who creates the wonderful announcements, puts
together the volunteer teams, and works so hard at each
of the exhibits. A big thank you to Mich Laski who creates
the wall labels and the great programs for each show.
Without them we would not know who the players are. If
you feel you can give of your time at one of the future
shows please call Karen Hansen at (818) 846-6395. I
know she will welcome your call. Virginia Sandler won
the “Walk With the Juror Lottery” for our February show.
Next time it could be you.
Marge Rheuban
Exhibitions Chairperson
Email: m_rheuban@hotmail.com
continued from Page 1

March Speaker: Jim Morphesis
This influence is evident,
as his work has been
described as that of a
cross between ancient
Greek sculpture and
Orthodox Byzantine decoration – producing a kind
of powerful “California
Raphael.”
Morphesis’ expressionistic
figurations deal primarily
with the heroic and tragic
figures found in Scripture
and classical mythology.
With a tendency to repeat
the same physical stance
of his torso subject matter,
his work has preserved its
strong emotional intensity
Jim Morphesis
yet continues to evolve.
Through the years, the spiritual theme of Morphesis’ work
has remained, although changing stylistically. The work
ranges from precise rendering to a more physical gestured
approach. The paintings, varying in size, have utilized colors ranging from earthly to brilliant.
When asked what it is that motivates him, Morphesis
replies, “Passion.” The emotion is clearly evident in the
work, as his art is sure to strike a chord with all who see it.

Morphesis has been
seen in more than 30
one-man exhibitions
since 1972, and his
work can be seen in
numerous museum and
corporate collections.
Some of these include,
The
Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New

Jim Morphesis

Jim Morphesis
“Icarus Rising”

York; Los Angeles
County Museum of Art,
The San Francisco
Museum of Modern
Art; Bloom, Hergott,
Cook, Diemer & Klein,
and Bank of America.--Suki Kuss and Grace Swanson,
Program
Co-chairs

Field Trip to The Geffen Contemporary
at the Museum of Contemporary Art
There is no luncheon meeting in April. Instead, there will be
an excursion on Thursday, April 12 at 11:00 a.m. to the
Geffen Contemporary at MOCA for a docent-led tour of the
museum’s upcoming exhibition – “WACK! Art and the
Feminist Revolution.” Organized by MOCA curator Connie
Butler, the show is a survey of art by nearly 100 artists from
1965 to 1980 related to the women’s movement.
Comprising work in a broad range of media, including painting, sculpture, photography, film, video and performance
art, the exhibition is organized around themes based on
media, geography, formal concerns, and collective aesthetic and political impulses.
We are scheduled to begin our tour at 11:00 a.m. It will be
approximately one hour long. Due to the museum’s
request of no more than 50 people at 11:00, additional tours
at 12:00 noon will be arranged if necessary. Reservations
are necessary so that we may secure enough docents to
lead our tours. This field trip is financed by WPW and there
is no cost to attend. Therefore, we must limit the program
to WPW members only. The Geffen Contemporary at
MOCA is located at 152 North Central Avenue in the Little
Tokyo area of downtown LA, off East 1st Street and one
block west of North Alameda Street.
Please see page 3 for more details.---Grace Swanson and
Suki Kuss, Program Co-Chairs

In Memoriam
We are sad to report the passing of members Shirley
Ransom (January, 2007) and of June Schnitzer
(February, 2007). This news was received right before
our publication deadline. We will have more information
to share in the April Newsletter. Meanwhile, WPW members extend our sympathies to the Ransom and
Schnitzer families.

Women Painters West Field Trip
WACK! Art and the Feminist Revolution
The first comprehensive exhibition to look at the international foundations and legacy
of feminist art, WACK! focuses on 1965 to 1980, the crucial period
during which the majority of feminist activism and art-making occurred in North America.
The exhibition includes the work of approximately 100 artists from
the United States and around the world, including painting, sculpture,
photography, film, video, and performance art.

Thursday, April 12, 2007
11:00 a.m.
for first 50 reservations
Additional tours at 12 noon will be arranged if the 11:00 tours are filled

The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA
152 North Central Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(off E. First St. in Little Tokyo)

•

The cost is free but reservations are necessary so that we can request enough docents.

•

No luncheon meeting in April.

•

Limited to Women Painters West members only.

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 12 NOON ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
Make your reservations to TRICE TOLLE at 818/ 345-1671
or e-mail at triceweece@aol.com
PARKING is available at Advanced Parking Systems at the Corner of 1st Street and Central Ave.

Driving Directions
From West Los Angeles:
1. Take the Santa Monica (10) Fwy. East
2. Exit on Alameda and turn left
3. Turn left on 1st Street
4. Use the Advanced Parking System lot on the corner of 1st St. and Central Ave.
From Hollywood and the San Fernando Valley:
1. Take the Hollywood (101) Fwy. South.
2. Exit at Temple Street and make a left on 1st Street.
3. Use the Advanced Parking System lot on the corner of 1st St. and Central Ave.
From South Bay:
1. Take the Harbor (110) Fwy. North to the Santa Monica (10) Fwy. East.
2. Exit at Alameda Street and turn left.
3. Turn right on 1st Street.
4. Use the Advanced Parking System lot on the corner of 1st Street and Central Ave.

PHILANTHROPY by Lorraine Strieby
At the July, 2006 Leadership Conference, the Board of
Directors set the following objective under the board goal
for the area of philanthropy: To establish a committee to
identify a philosophy of philanthropy, defining the type of
philanthropy (i.e. monetary, time) potential recipients,
quantity (set or open), and ways to communicate the
information, to be presented to the Board (by Lorraine
Strieby (chair), Barbara Frankel, Lynn Gadal, Suki Kuss,
Grace Swanson and June Phelps by February 07).
The Board has adopted the following Philosophy of
WPW Philanthropy, Current programs and Process.
Philosophy:
The goal of the WPW philanthropy program is to assist
in the development of emerging artists throughout the
community, as well as enriching and enhancing members' professional opportunities.
As an art association, we support various projects
through financial aid, not through members' hands-on
service. From time to time, opportunities may be offered
for members to volunteer their services or donate items
to philanthropic projects.
History and Current Projects:
The WPW scholarship program, initiated in 1946, is a
mainstay of our outreach effort and continues to grow. In
2006-07, we donated funds to the Los Angeles Unified
School District's Pacific Boulevard's Education Center in
Huntington Park, a project of more than 30 years’ duration. We also supported projects associated with the
arts, including PAVA and the Inner-City Art School. We
gave funds to VIVA, the art gallery that WPW helped to
found in order to promote art in the community.
Process:
Each May, the Finance Committee projects a likely
Philanthropy budget for the coming July-June fiscal year.
In the February that follows, the Board determines the
exact amount of funds available for scholarships to be
granted by the scholarship committee that spring. The
Board determines any additional philanthropy expenditures. It may request assistance in this process from philanthropy committee members as to anticipated needs,
and by the Treasurer as to what additional funds are
available for use.

2007-08 Philanthropy Grants: $3400
Scholarships: Women Painters West: $1500;
Endowed scholarships: Beverly Girvigian: $500;
Lynne Babior: $500
Grants:
AIEAC (Arts in Education Aid Council): $400 supports and restores the arts to various public
schools in the San Fernando Valley
PAVA (Pacific American Volunteer Assoc.): $100 provides art supplies to children participating in an
art contest in conjunction with a “Clean up the
Beach” day in Santa Monica
VIVA (Valley Institute for Visual Arts): $400 funds mounting the annual children's show at VIVA
We look forward to welcoming our scholarship and
grant awards recipients at the May 10th meeting.

February Speaker Review
Artist Bob Burridge
by Susan Rosman
I always praise our luncheon speakers, but today's speaker, Bob Burridge, was truly inspirational. It is difficult to
compress all of the terrific advice he gave us about his creative process but I'll list a few of the (for me) more cogent
points.
1- Have intentions for your paintings: if you don't know
where you're going you won't know when you get there.
2- Respect your rituals before you begin: you're not procrastinating-you're percolating!
3- Successful painting has less to do with skills than with
risk-taking.
4- If you don't have anything to communicate, your paintings won't “speak” to anyone.
5- Have lots of sketchbooks around your home and USE
them. Journal before you start to paint so that you can
empty your head of chatter and leave room for ideas.
6- Paint the things you love - don't follow trends or chase
empty rainbows.
7- Find a theme and focus on it. Do lots of paintings on that
theme until you really know your subject and then you'll
have room to grow because the basics will be automatic.
And finally, Bob's way is only one way - not the way. His
advice: Have a New Dream.

Source of Funds:
Monies for philanthropic use are generated in a variety
of ways: by individually named or general gifts to the
organization; Wishing Wells; raffles; the Gala (every
two years); white elephant and/or book sales; and additional funds donated over and above dues by members
who wish to support WPW philanthropies and other
projects.

Ruth Selwitz, February Speaker: Bob Burridge,
Lynn Gadal and Virginia Sandler

MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence

Please send your submissions by the 10th of each month to
Nancy Goodman Lawrence, 3642 Coolidge Avenue, Los
Angeles, CA 90066 or e-mail at tearmyartout@mac.com

ELLEN GRIM and VIRGINIA SANDLER were featured on
NBC News, Thurs., Jan. 25, in an interview of the artists
who took part in the exhibit, “Women of a Certain Age,” at
VIVA Gallery.
ELLEN GRIM will show 2 collages in “Saints and Sinners,”
Folk Tree Gallery, Pasadena, during the month of March
with a reception on March 3 from 2 to 6 p.m.
ARLENE HELM will have her first solo exhibit at Brenart
Café/Gallery, 53 E. Union St., Pasadena, from March 18 to
April 21 with a reception on Sun., March 18 from 3 to 6 p.m.
LOIS RAMIREZ has recently shown work in the following:
“Works on Paper,” South Shore Art Center, Cohasset, MA;
“Spirit of L.A.,” Lucy Florence Gallery, L.A.; “2007 Juried
Open,” Topanga Canyon Gallery, and “9th Annual All Media
Int’l. Online Juried Art Exhibition,” Upstream People Gallery,
Omaha, NE.
Member contact information changes: If you have any
directory changes/corrections in your member contact
information, please report them to Wanda Svendsen,
Directory Chair @ Svensbo@aol.com or 310-454-1622
Please add the following to your Directory:
Millie Kornfeld, 9800 Melvin Avenue, Northridge, CA
91324; Phone: 818-349-6560; email: milliesart@aol.com.
Leslie Crofford Huntley, 823 Garnet St.,Redondo Beach,
CA 9027 (310) 316-3015

PHILANTHROPY
eScrip Program Update
At its mid-year review session to review progress toward
our goals, the Board has decided to defer the eScrip program to a later time. While the program has merit, it has not
generated sufficient member interest to pursue. We will
continue to advise you of new opportunities to raise funds
for our philanthropy program. Thank you!

Wishing Well Total from the February meeting:
$66. Thank you all very much!

VIEW FROM THE DIRECTOR'S CHAIR:
Wanda Svendsen Directory Chair

(2nd in a series on the getting the WPW job done)

Thanks to the computer, compiling our Directory is a fairly simple
process. I welcome any changes
throughout the year (e-mail me,
phone or fax).
During the summer, information is
taken from the Finder sheet each
member returns to the Treasurer.
The Finders are important
because they contain the current and correct information
for all members; these are forwarded on to me for the
Directory. To prepare the Directory for publication by midAugust, I finalize the data from the members, so that it can
be printed and ready for distribution at our first meeting in
September.
We are emailing the newsletters through May. We are
working on reaching as many members as we can in this
process. At the end of this trial period, we will send an online survey to determine if you would like the online service to continue to be sent to you. We are working to
ensure that this process continues to improve for all members with email addresses. Meanwhile, of course, the
newsletter continues to be snail-mailed to all members.--Wanda Svendsen (svensbo@aol.com; 310-454-1622).

Book Sale
Mark your calendars for May 10th and start going through
your bookshelves. We will hold the Art Book Sale once
again. It is a win, win, win event. Some are happy to
clear out some books, some are thrilled to buy art books
at bargain prices, and Women Painters West is happy to
receive the additional funds. So check your bookshelves
and closets for those books that someone else would be
happy to have.

Raffles
Three wonderful women have offered to handle our raffles
at the luncheons. If you have items to donate for the raffles please contact Joan Foster (818) 368-5979, Susanne
Belcher (818) 344-5683 or Nicki Newfield (818) 385-1748.
Our next raffle will be held at our May luncheon.

Newsletter Staff
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June Phelps, President
625 Toyopa Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Luncheon Meeting

March 8, 2007 at 11:30 a.m.

AT

The Sportsmen’s Lodge
12825 Ventura Boulevard, Studio City, CA

Guest Speaker

Featured Speaker: Jim Morphesis, Artist

Menu

Lasagna
Vegetarian: Pasta Primavera

Cost

$19.00

Board Meeting

9:30 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on FRIDAY, March 2, 2007
Mailing the form below to:

Telephone
E-Mail to:

Trice Tolle, Reservations Chair
7001 Aldea Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406
Trice Tolle at 818-345-1671 Please speak clearly and slowly.
triceweece@aol.com
Cut Here

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s), and please spell the name. If you would like the
Vegetarian option, you must request it at the time you make your reservation.
Guest(s) Name(s)
Member’s Name

