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www.womenpainterswest.org
CALENDAR
June 14, 2007
Luncheon Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
Braemar Country Club
Menu: Braemar Buffet
4001 Reseda Blvd.
Tarzana, CA 91357
Phone: (818) 345-6520
New Members and their Work
September 6, 2007 (First Thursday)
Luncheon Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
The Sportsmen’s Lodge

SCHEDULED EXHIBITIONS
VIVA Gallery
May 9 - 26, 2007
Gallery is closed Memorial Day Weekend
Pick-up: June 2, 10 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
California State University
Studio Channel Islands Art Center
May 12 - June 30, 2007
Pick-up: Saturday, June 30, 2:45 p.m.
Monday, July 2 or Tuesday, July 3
10:30 am.–5:30 p.m.

President’s Message
As I write this letter, the final weeks of my two years as
your president are coming to a close. During this time, I
have had the great blessing of working with many dedicated and talented individuals on the Board of
Directors. These fine people work endless hours to
make WPW strong and provide the membership with
excellent leadership. My thanks to the Officers: First
Vice President/ Exhibitions–Marge Rheuban; Second
Vice Presidents/Programs– Suki Kuss and Grace
Swanson; Treasurer–Susan Rosman; Recording
Secretary–Nancy Goodman Lawrence; Membership
Chairperson–Lynn Gadal and Corresponding Secretary–Marylyn English. ALL
have made my job possible! I could not have done it without you! I thank you
so very much!
Members holding Administrative office contribute in like manner–so many
hours of devoted service to the organization: Awards Certificates–Constance
Stambler; Directory and Internet/Email Coordinator–Wanda Svendsen; Graphic
Designer–Mich Laski; Historian–Bev Grossman; Luncheon Greeter–Dallas
Chase; Newsletter–Layout Editor, Lisa Semler and Member News Editor,
Nancy Lawrence; Parliamentarian and Website Administrator–Grace Swanson;
Philanthropy/Fundraising–Lorraine Strieby, Virginia Sandler and Barbara
Frankel (Scholarship Committee); Publicity–Diane Karpel, Receptions–Loraine
Veeck; and Luncheon Reservations–Trice Tolle. For myself, for all the membership, I thank each one for your many outstanding contributions.
I have enjoyed the opportunity to work with, speak with and get to know many
members at large–individually at meetings or on the phone, via email or at our
Exhibitions. I have profound admiration for all of you–long-time members,
brand new members and those in between! You are amazing and gifted artists!
continued on page 2

WPW Takes in 21 New Members for 2007
by Lynn Gadal, Membership Chairperson
The final results of our newest members are in. We had a total of 58 applicants, and out of those applicants, the jurors of
selection accepted 21 new members: Helen Buddle, J. White Burton, Suzanne DeCuir, Pat Devin, Randine Dodson, Phyllis
J. Doyon, Ann Marie Ferreira, JoAnn Formia, Sherrill Kahn, Christel Mackinnon, Crystal Maes, Crystal Michaelson,
Danielle Montreese, Ellen Pressman, Irena Raulinaitis, Bobbie Rich, Kathy Sandel, Carole Spence, Susan Tortorici, Nancy
Walker and Janet Wright. Carole Gillin, Suki Kuss and Nancy Goodman Lawrence, volunteered to take my place that day
because I traveled to Utah to be with my daughter and family and take care of things after the birth of their second child.
Our new grandson arrived on Friday, April 13th, and brother Andy is so happy to have a playmate now.
Thanks to Nancy Goodman Lawrence, Carole Gillin, Suki Kuss, and a number of others, for all of their help in making that
day a success. A special thank you to my husband, Louis Gadal, for helping in my absence on that day too.
continued on page 2

EXHIBITION NEWS

VIVA Exhibition Awards

Well done! A big thank you to everyone who made the two
May shows happen. We had a large number of entries at
each venue. It was a lot of work and planning but we did it.
Karen Hansen did an amazing job in coordinating the
crews, the wonderful postcards, email announcements and
more for each show; we are so lucky to have her!!!

"There's No Stopping Her Now": WPW Award: Mara
Thompson; Onis Rice Award: Sondra Jolles; June Schnitzer
Memorial Award: Ruth Selwitz; Image-Ination Merchant
Award: Darlene Mellein; Honorable Mention: Christina
Ramos, Pat Salmons and Ellen Price.

A special thank you to Mich who in her quiet way has done
the labels and the programs for the shows. Thank you
Mich!
Once again, I need to remind you to read the prospectus for
each show carefully. Each venue has its own set of rules
that we must follow. Please take these rules seriously,
because it could mean disqualification of your work; your
preparation and your trip to the venue would be for naught.
These two shows are the last for this season, and what a
great 2006-07 season it was: new venues and wonderful art
exhibited by our members. Some of these venues were
secured by the Exhibition Chairs before me so, I say thank
you to them for their time and effort in making these venues
available to us.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Exhibition Chair.
It has been a challenge, but in a most exciting way. Thank
you to all who pitched in and worked on the exhibitions with
me. I enjoyed working with you. I look forward to working
with you as President of Women Painters West.
I hope that you are as proud as I am to be a member of
Women Painters West.
Sincerely,
Marge Rheuban
Exhibition Chair
Email: m_rheuban@hotmail.com

continued from page 1

President’s Message
You have passion for fine art that not only translates into
beautiful paintings, but also into giving of yourselves and of
your funds to those in need, so that they may also have a
chance to reach their goals as artists.
As I leave this office in the good and caring hands of Marge
Rheuban, I thank you for the privilege you have afforded
me in leading this very fine organization. I look forward to
seeing you in June at Braemar Country Club (see map and
directions on page 3), as we greet our new members and
celebrate together another year as WPW friends and colleagues.
June Phelps, President

310-459-2879; jphelpspacpal@aol.com

Please note that due to Rosh Hashanah, the September
meeting will be held ONE WEEK EARLIER THAN THE
USUAL DAY–ON THE FIRST THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH.

Channel Islands Exhibition Awards
"Women Working"

WPW Award: Virginia Sandler, The Pearl Guenther Award:
Betzi Stein, Shirley Ransom Memorial Award: Alix Thayer,
Image-Ination Award: Mathilde Lombard, Honorable
Mention: Darlene Mellein, Susanne Belcher, m. Rheuban

New Member Status Conferred
Due to their acceptance in the VIVA exhibition, we are
pleased to announce that members Chris Ramos and Mara
Thompson have achieved Active status; at the Channel
Islands exhibition, the following now have Active status:
Rosemary Bandes, Andrea Raft, Joanne Beaule Ruggles.
Having been juried into three shows, all now may vote in
elections and are eligible for elective office. Congratulations
to everyone!

May Featured Speaker: Jeff Karpel
This month we were honored to have Jeffrey
Karpel (husband of member Diane) speak to us
about the 'ins' and outs' of
protecting our legal rights
as artists. When we deal
with clients/galleries, we
Jeffrey and Diane Karpel
should construct a paper
trail (also an email trail) that spells out our agreements with
them. Sales invoices should clearly state that we are only
selling an original work of art to the client; this protects us
against further use of the image from any other reproduction process: copying, internet, etc. Jeff gave very kind and
helpful tips. He also returned his speaker fee to WPW
accounts! Thank you, Jeff and Diane!
continued from page 1

WPW Takes in 21 New Members for 2007
I have enjoyed my reign as Membership Chair for the last
two years, and now turn it over to Nancy Goodman
Lawrence. Our organization has come a long way since its
inception, and here we are to ensure its future. New members as well as established members are what makes up
Women Painters West. We have a great web site, and our
membership application is easy to download, thanks to
Grace Swanson. So pass the word for next year to artists
you come in contact with so they apply for membership
(deadline is March 31, 2008); jury day is May 2, 2008.
Thanks to all of you that helped to get the word out about
applying to prospective members. Without all of you,
Women Painters West would not be the success it is.

JUNE MEETING AT BRAEMAR COUNTRY CLUB
4001 Reseda Boulevard, Tarzana, California 91356 Tel: 818-345-6520

Please note that on June 14, we will hold our regular member meeting at the Braemar Country
Club. (See map/directions below.) This beautiful and private venue is located in the Tarzana
foothills on Reseda Blvd. not far from the Ventura Fwy. Views of the golf course enhance the
lovely feeling of the meeting rooms. We hope you will come to welcome our new WPW members and view their paintings that will be on display. A buffet lunch will be served.
Dress Code: No denim is allowed.

Members Enjoyed April Geffen Tour
Thanks to the hard work of Suki Kuss and Grace Swanson,
31 members enjoyed a tour of the “WACK” show at the
Geffen Contemporary. The exhibit is a provocative retrospective of innovative works spanning several decades of
women’s contributions to the arts. Members received a
guided tour, focusing on a few of the artists represented. A
good time was had by all!

PHILANTHROPY

Continued

WPW AWARDS
$900 IN COMMUNITY GRANTS
Representatives from several community organizations
received grants at the meeting. Suki Kuss, new President of
VIVA (congratulations, Suki!) received $400 to fund the
annual children's exhibition in 2008; Spike Ward from
AIEAC received $400 to fund fine arts instruction in San
Fernando schools; and member Moon Shin, along with
PAVA representative Stella Song, received $100 to fund
supplies for their annual Art Contest.

$1750 IN SCHOLARSHIPS
AWARDED AT MAY MEETING
Members were pleased to meet, have lunch with and see
the work of the 2007 scholarship awardees from Santa
Monica City College. Laura Peters received the WPW
Scholarship. Her work is detailed pen and ink with a humorous undertone. Aminah ShaBazz won the Lynne Babior
Scholarship. Her painting is figurative and depicts energetic
children skipping rope and other scenes from everyday life.
Barbara de Santis won the Girvigian Scholarship. Her work
is highly colored - some figurative and some abstract. The
winners were very pleased and grateful to receive their
awards.
Grants recipients, left to right, with Barbara Frankel, scholarship
chair (center): Spike Ward (AIEAC), Suki Kuss (VIVA), Barbara,
Stella Song (PAVA) and WPW member Moon Shin.

Past Recipient of WPW Loan

Winner artists Aminah ShaBazz, Barbara DeSantis and Laura Peters

From: Kate Reightley [mailto:kate@reightley.com]
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2007 12:46 PM
To: inquiries@womenpainterswest.org
Subject: Student Loan Result
Officers and members:
I was a recipient of a generous student loan while attending
and graduating from the Art Center College of Design in
1957. I remember being very proud to have paid off that
loan in just one year.
I was hired out of school by an advertising firm in Detroit
and continued to do freelance graphic design throughout
my professional life on the west coast.
I now live in Corrales, New Mexico and am now creating
sculptures in bronze. Much of the work is based on "Joyous
Women."

Past Presidents’ 2007 Scholarship Committee:

Grace Swanson, Loraine Veeck, Barbara Frankel (chair), Dorothy
Tate, Lorraine Strieby, and instructor, Mark Trujillo, SMCC

Thanks to the May Raffles/Book Sale Committee members: Susanne Belcher, Joan Foster and Nicki Newfield.
The raffles raised $285 and the book sales $152 for WPW
philanthropies and other projects. Total of: $437!!!

I want to thank your group again for enabling me to have
such an active art career. Your loan made it possible.
Next month I will activate my own web page but for now do
go to: www. corralesartstudiotour.com under artists and
look up my name, Kate Reightley. Do look for the red torso.
The student loan that started all of this was given to
Marlene Kate Weber. Much has changed.
Thank you again,---Kate (Weber) Reightley

Put your artwork on the Internet!!

Women Painters West Website
Artist Page

The Women Painters West website (www.womenpainterswest.org) will include a page that lists all our members. It is titled Our Artists. Members who are interested in
showcasing their artwork on the WPW website or seek to
link with their own website can do so in the Our Artists section with an Artist Page. Please visit the WPW website and
click onto any of the bold-faced and underlined names to
see an example, i.e. Wanda Svendsen.
The Artist Page will be handled directly by Jordan Blaquera,
the WPW website designer. There is a one-time setup fee
of $100.
Each Artist Page will include two (2) full color images of your
artwork along with the contact information you choose to
include: name, telephone, email and website address. You
can choose whether to include all of the contact options or
just one or two. For example:
Jane Smith
818-555-5555
jsmith@earthlink.net
janesmith.com
OR
Jane Smith
jsmith@earthlink.net
Updating of artwork and text is available for a $15 service
fee plus the following:
$5.00 each to change/add/delete any one of the four fol
lowing items: name, telephone, email address, website
address
$25 to change one image
$45 to change two images
For example, if an artist wanted to add a website address
and change an image, that would be $45.00 ($15 service
fee + 1 text change@$5.00 + image change@$25).
Deadline
Requests for Artist Pages and updating of artwork submitted
on slides will be processed four times a year. Therefore
deadlines for requests will be September 30, December 31,
March 31 and June 30.
Artists supplying digital images may have their pages updated within two weeks of receipt of their new digital file.
Members interested in setting up Artist Pages need to fill out
the Artist Page Request Form.
Choosing & Photographing Artwork
Choose artwork that represents your body of work and supply a high quality photograph, slide or digital file of your work
that presents your work in the best possible way. High quality images will result from photographing the artwork directly without any glass, Plexiglas or other obstruction between
the art and the camera lens which can create fuzzy, dull

images or glare on the artwork. Also, be sure that there are
no miscellaneous items in front of the artwork itself such as
fingers that can be seen holding the artwork or an object
placed in front of the piece or shadows or people or objects
standing near the artwork. A professional photographer
specializing in fine art photography is recommended.
Technical Information
For horizontal images, the final image size will be ~7”
wide (500 pixels wide at 72 dpi - dots per inch) with the
height being determined by the 7” width.
For vertical images, the final image size will be approxi
mately 4.5” high (324 pixels wide at 72 dpi) with the
width being determined by the 4.5” height.
For square and nearly images, the final image size will
be approximately 5” wide (365 pixels wide at 72 dpi)
with the height being determined by the 5” width.
Jordan Blaquera, the website designer, will reserve the
right to alter these dimensions based on the artwork supplied. For example, a horizontal piece that is very wide and
short and has actual dimensions of 1’ high x 4’ wide would
result in a final image size that is wider than the standard
~7” width for horizontal pieces.
Digital File Format
Digital files can be jpeg or tiff file formats. Higher resolution
(larger) files and those with larger dimensions are better
since they contain more detail. They can then be resized to
the correct size and dpi. The actual artwork portion of the
image should meet the minimums as outlined below:
For digital files that are 72 dpi up to 150 dpi - widest
dimension of file size (height or width) should be 800 pixels
wide or greater.
For digital files that are 150 dpi and above - widest dimension (height or width) should be 480 pixels wide or greater
For more information, contact
Grace Swanson at 310-822-6469

Women Painters West Website
ARTIST PAGE REQUEST FORM
(Please write legibly)
Artist Name: ______________________________________________________________
Contact Info – Required (this information is to contact you in the event of any questions.)
Telephone: ____________________________ Email: ______________________________
Contact Text Info - for Artist Page
This information will be included on your Artist Page. Therefore, only include the information you
want to have shown in your Artist Page.
Telephone: ________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________
Website Address: __________________________________
Artwork #1 will be placed first on the page with Artwork #2 being placed below Artwork #1.
On Wanda Svendsen’s sample page, Roundabout is Artwork #1 and Map V is Artwork #2.
Artwork #1
Title: ___________________________________________________________________
Dimensions (height x width): _________________________________________________
Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________
Artwork #2
Title: ___________________________________________________________________
Dimensions (height x width): _________________________________________________
Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________
Deadline – June 30 for processing of Artist Page requests.
The next processing opportunity will be September 2007.
Cost $100 Make checks payable to: C. Jordan Blaquera
Digital Files to: limquera3@sbcglobal.net
Mail: Check, photographs and/or slides, a self-addressed, the completed form, and selfaddressed and stamped envelope for the return of your materials to:
Jordan Blaquera
P.O. Box 1010
Montrose, CA 91021-1010

MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence

Please send your submissions by the 10th of each month to
Nancy Goodman Lawrence, 3642 Coolidge Avenue, Los
Angeles, CA 90066 or e-mail at tearmyartout@mac.com

The Atelier is featuring SUSANNE BELCHER in a show at
Edward Jones Investments, Chatsworth, from June 4 to
Aug. 4, with a reception on Sun., June 24 from 1 to 3 p.m.
NORMA KLEIN will exhibit some of her fused glass works
in this show.
DALLAS CHASE has been invited to display her paintings
at the Whittier Art Gallery, beginning July 7, in an exhibit of
former art students of Yoshio C. Nakamura.

2006-07 WPW Annual Financial Report:
Susan Rosman, Treasurer

It gives me special pleasure to report to you the financial
standing of WPW at the end of the 2006-2007 fiscal year.
Through the end of April we have received donations totaling $2,910 which consists of $1,160 contributed by members when they paid their dues; $256 from our Wishing
Well; $514 from raffles and the book sale; $162 from the
Kiwanis raffle; $500 from Ray Girvigian for the scholarship
fund; and other miscellaneous contributions of $318.
We've stayed very close to our budget for the year and I
feel that, even after adding a fourth show to our exhibition
schedule, we will break even and not have to dip into our
capital.

SUSAN KUSS has been elected President of VIVA Gallery.
ANDREA RAFT is showing her work in the "International
Society of Acrylic Painters 10th Annual Exhibition," San
Luis Obispo Art Center, through June 17.
LOIS RAMIREZ's work was juried into "Watermark 2007 Works on Paper," Southeastern Community College,
Whiteville, N.C, and "VAST 39th Annual Visual Arts
Exhibition," Visual Arts Society of Texas," Denton, TX,
which will run through May 31.
SALLY SLOAN is participating in an exhibition at the Aidan
Savoy Gallery in NYC through June 2.
BONESE TURNER is showing her work in the annual invitational exhibit at Birger Sandzen Galleries/Museum,
Lindsborg, KS, through the month of May.

INTERNET NEWSLETTER REMINDER
Starting in September, the WPW newsletter will be available on-line. Those of you with computers will be emailed
the link for the special WPW website address, where you
will be able to download it, print it and/or file it. Previous
issues will remain on the site each month. Many of our
members who have email access still prefer to receive the
letter via U.S. Mail and they have notified us of this preference. It will be mailed to them and to those without
access to the website. If you change your email address
during the summer or during the year, please contact
Wanda at svensbo@aol.com. If those of you with web
access wish to discontinue receiving the newsletter by
U.S. Mail, please let Wanda know.

Nancy Goodman Lawrence, Karen Hansen, Lynn Gadal,
Marge Rheuban and Darlene Mellein

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED TO 2007-08
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

President
First Vice President
Second Vice President/
Programs
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chairperson
Corresponding Secretary

Marge Rheuban
Karen Hansen
Darlene Mellein
Terri Balady
Susan Rosman
Nancy Goodman
Lawrence
Lynn Gadal

2007-08 Art Jury Members Elected
Karen Hansen (chair); June Phelps, Bev Grossman,
Carolann Watterson. Dallas Chase. Alternates: Sylvia
Hamilton Goulden, Mathilde Lombard and Darlene Mellein

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
Great Thanks to all the Newsletter Staff for their
Contributions in 2006-07:

+DYH\RXHYHUZDQWHGWRVHH\RXUDUWZRUN
RQDSRVWFDUGDWVKLUWRUSULQWHGRXW
RQFDQYDV&RS\ODQGFDQKHOS\RXIXOILOO
\RXUYLVLRQDWDORZFRVWZLWKH[WUHPHO\
KLJKTXDOLW\&DOOXVIRUDIUHHFRQVXOWDWLRQ



Managing editor: June Phelps; Layout editor: Lisa
Semler; Members’ News editor: Nancy Lawrence;
Feature articles/writing: Suki Kuss and Grace Swanson,
Marge Rheuban, Susan Rosman, Wanda Svendsen;
Photos: Bev Grossman, Lisa Semler; Mailing team
members: Estelle Beigel, Mathilde Lombard, Pat
Salmons, Virginia Sandler, Ruth Selwitz

June Phelps, President
625 Toyopa Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Luncheon Meeting

June 14, 2007 at 11:30 a.m.

At

The Braemar Country Club
4001 Reseda Blvd.
Tarzana, CA 91357
Phone: (818) 345-6520

Program

Welcoming our New Members

Menu

Braemar Buffet

Cost

$19.00

Board Meeting

9:30 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on FRIDAY, June 8, 2007
Mailing the form below to:

Telephone
E-Mail to:

Trice Tolle, Reservations Chair
7001 Aldea Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406
Trice Tolle at 818-345-1671 Please speak clearly and slowly.
triceweece@aol.com
Cut Here

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s), and please spell the name.
Guest(s) Name(s)
Member’s Name

