
President’s Message

Dialogue between Susan and Lynn:

Good Morning, Lynn. I canʼt believe how fast 
the summer flew by and itʼs almost time for 
our new season of WPW. Did you have an 
art full summer? I did get to a lot of shows, 
but my favorite was sketching in the Gettyʼs 
garden. Maybe I will submit my sketchbook for the Summer Art Contest 
in September. Of course it will have to compete with all that “finished” 
work – our members do take that free lunch offer seriously!

Yes, summer has turned into fall. One of the most memorable exhibits 
I saw was Franklyn Liegelʼs memorial exhibit. Franklyn touched so 
many hearts. Thanks for reminding me about the Summer Art Contest. 
Looking back at my older pieces, I am reminded how much I love 
patterns and shapes. I am also fascinated with the variety of underwater 

sea life. So, I may bring a sketch of that very subject to the Summer Art Contest, where I also will have a 
chance to see what other artists have done over the summer. 

Did you go on the Studio Tour that Diane & Susie organized? I was in Bend, Oregon so I had to miss it but it 
sounded great. Itʼs terrific how they keep looking for ways to get our members involved in the organization.

I did go to the Artists Studio Tour and found the experience great. Each studio was different and each artist 
works so differently. I got some ideas from them to better organize all my supplies. I have a very small studio, 
but it beats the old days when I worked at our kitchen table.

I canʼt wait to see Billy Al Bengstonʼs studio in October. He really is a Los Angeles icon and itʼs amazing that 
Betzi arranged for our tour. Iʼll be the first to sign up. And Iʼm really looking forward to another great season 
of lunches and speakers – itʼs so much fun to see everybody once a month.

I am going to sign up early to get my spot in line. You never know what will inspire your creative side but here 
is an opportunity to find out. WPW

Lynn Gadal & Susan Rosman, Co-presidents
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ARTIST LICENSE PLATE FRAMES!
Together we can market the website 
and declare our place in the world! 

GET YOURS AT THE NEXT LUNCHEON • Thursday, September 13
Custom Frame $6.00 each • Check or cash accepted

To order by mail, send a check for $11.30 (includes postage) 
made out to Women Painters West for each frame to: 

Mara Thompson • 734 Cedar Street, Apt A • Santa Monica,  CA 90405

visit us at www.womenpainterswest.org

http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/


According to Billy's wife, Wendy Al, "Billy usually 

Betzi Stein
Program Chair

Billy Al Bengston in his studio in Venice, CA this year.

Photo by Eric Swenson
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SEPTEMBER 13th LUNCHEON

Betzi Stein, our stellar Programs Chair, has been 
really fortunate this year in her selection for our studio 
visit.  Although we have traditionally gone on this “field 
trip” in March, her choice artist, Billy Al Bengston, was 
available in October.  Therefore, we will be trooping to 
Venice again this year to visit this venerable California 
artist/icon in his studio.

For our October meeting we are going to visit the 
Venice home and studio of Billy Al Bengston. His 
studio can accommodate up to 50 people, however 
parking in the area is always difficult, so carpooling 
is an absolute must. Please note: It will be necessary 
to climb 50 or so steps (there is a hand rail), so take 
that into consideration when making your decision 
to attend.

To make your reservation for the visit, please send a 
$10 check along with your name, email and phone 
number to:

Betzi Stein, Program Chair
3640 Cardiff Ave. #211
Los Angeles, CA 90034
If, for any reason, after reserving you are unable to 
attend, be sure to let me know as much in advance as 
possible at 310 202-0474 in order to open space for 
any who might be on the waiting list.
We will meet at 10:30 at Bengston's studio and visit 
with him for an hour or so. The address is 110 Mildred 
Ave., Venice 90291. It is a large brick building with a 
red double door on Mildred Ave. between Pacific Ave. 
and Strongs Dr. Here's a map link to the studio:
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&tab=wl

OCTOBER 11th FIELD TRIP: BILLY AL BENGSTON STUDIO VISIT (No Luncheon)

We are please to announce that we will have Abstract 
Artist,  Barbara Kolo as our guest speaker at our 
September meeting.  

likes guests to have questions prepared in advance 
on index cards, which he shuffles through and then 
attempts to answer as cordially as possible." 

I encourage you to read a comprehensive article 
recently published on eklektx.com. This will give you 
background, photos and a sense of the man that will 
prepare you well to meet him.

http://eklektx.com/billy-al-bengston/

So do your homework everybody! It should be a 
fun morning. WPW



MEMBERSʼ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence

Donna Geist Buchʼs work is featured in a two-person 
exhibition, “The New Girls,” at the Topanga Canyon 
Gallery during the month of August. Her work was 
accepted into “Brand 41 Works on Paper.” Due to 
construction, the exhibition will be held at the Burbank 
Creative Art Center during the month of October.

Works by Donna Geist Buch and Toby Salkin 
were exhibited at the Madrid Theatre in Canoga 
Park in July.

Pat Dispenziere is exhibiting her work in the following 
shows: the “2012 San Diego County Fair Exhibition 
of Fine Arts,” receiving a first place, third place and 
two honorable mention awards; the “Philadelphia 
Watercolor Society's 112th Anniversary International 
Exhibition of Works on Paper,” Wayne Art Center, 
Wayne, PA from Oct. 5 to Nov.17, giving her signature 
membership; “Watercolor West 44th Annual 
International Exhibition,” City of Brea Art Gallery, 
Oct. 13 to Dec. 16; the “San Diego Watercolor Society 
32nd Annual International Exhibition,” San Diego 
Watercolor Society Gallery, Point Loma, CA, during 
the month of Oct. and Pinnell Gallery and Frame 
Design in Fallbrook during the month of August. 

Susan Rosman, Andrea Kichaven and Harriet 
Lahana are included in the “TAG Gallery California Open 
Exhibit.” The show runs through Aug. 31 with a reception 
on August 18 from 5 to 8 p.m.

Bonnie Sue Schwartz has been selected as 
one of eight artists to have six of her watercolor 
landscape paintings in the “2014 Crystal Cruise 
Brochure,” as well as Conde Nast, Travel and 
Leisure and other travel magazines.

Betzi Stein's mixed media piece has been accepted 
into the “2012 Palos Verdes All Media Juried 
Exhibition,” Palos Verdes Art Center, Aug. 31 to Oct.7.

Erella Teitler exhibited in the following shows: CAAʼs 
“Transformation,” a one-person show at the Slutzky 
Gallery, Merage Jewish Community Center of Orange 
County and the VAG Summer Exhibit, where she won 
a second place award. WPW

To submit your art events, send your information 
to Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com. 

All submissions must be sent no later than 
the 10th of each month.
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EXHIBITION NEWS
Lynn Gadal, Co-President

The Laguna College of Art and Design exhibit 
proved to be a wonderful venue even though the 
distance was a challenge from Los Angeles and the 
valley area. We had a crowd of 50 members and 
guests, and the awards were given out to Chris 
Ramos (WPW Award), Beverly Grossman (2nd

Award), Nancy Goodman Lawrence (3rd Award), 
Honorable Mentions to Lynn Gadal and Betzi Stein.  
Two paintings were sold at the show. Shula Arbel 
and Susie Gesundheit sold a painting to a walk-in 
customer. We talked with the President of the 
College, and he was very happy with our exhibition 
and offered to have us show there next year. We 
had free Beckʼs Beer and refreshments furnished 
by the college. 

Awards:
WPW First Place Award – Chris Ramos, 
Zuni Woman
Second Place Award – Beverly Grossman, 
Yellow Bird
Third Place Award – Nancy Lawrence, 
Portrait of John and Monica
Honorable Mention - Lynn Gadal,
Colors of Coral
Honorable Mention - Betzi Stein, 
Massage Series 4

(l-r) Chris Ramos, Betzi Stein, Lynn Gadal, Nancy Lawrence

Many thanks to Marge Rheuban for discovering this 
venue and making the initial contact.  If anyone of 
our avid readers finds a suitable venue for a WPW 
show, please let someone on the board know so 
we can follow-up. WPW

mailto:tearmyartout@mac.com
mailto:tearmyartout@mac.com
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
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Thanks to all the Newsletter 
Staff Contributors

Managing/Layout editor: Ken Marsh
Incoming New M/Le: Mila Benedicto

Feature articles: Lynn Gadal, Susan Rosman 
Betzi Stein, Nancy Lawrence 

Mara Thompson
Photos: Susanne Belcher, Betzi Stein

Susan Gesundheit

Charity Check-in
  As part of WPWs ongoing philanthropy  
  projects, at the September meeting we will 
  present $400 each to Nora Sterry Elementary 
  School and Chime Institute's Schwarzenegger 
  Community School. The money is to be used 
  for art education. WPW   
                                         Rea Nagel, Philanthropy Chair

IN MEMORIUM

  
                  Luc Leestemaker

    WPW is sad to tell you of the loss of Luc Leestemaker, a 
   Los Angeles artist and very good friend to our organization. 
   Luc  spoke to our group several years ago and invited us to 
   his  studio for a visit.  He was a vibrant, handsome, 55 year 
   old painter, author and inspiration to many of our members. 
   He will be missed.   
                                       •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
   Dan Lombard, husband of Mathilde Lombard passed away 
   in August. He and Mathilde made sure that newsletters were  
   sent out as hard copies to members without computer access. 
   Dan and Mathilde were a great team together. We will 
   miss him. WPW

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU
   The Board thanks the many members who  
   send in a contribution in addition to their 
   dues payment. Thanks to their generosity 
   we have added over $1200 to our 
   contribution funds and that total is only 
   through July. Every year this “little extra” 
   adds up to a big contribution and we truly 
   appreciate it. WPW
                                   Susan Rosman, Co-President

A Friendly Reminder:  
DUES ARE DUE!!

   For those few of you who havenʼt paid your   
   2012/2013 annual dues (they were due by
   July 31st), please send your payment NOW 
   along with dues form you received in the 
   mail to: 
   Susan Rosman
   2025 S. Beverly Glen, 
   Los Angeles, CA 90025

SUMMER ART CONTEST      

In keeping with our tradition, our September luncheon will be 
highlighted by our Annual Summer Art Contest.  You are invited 
to bring a SMALL piece of work, finished or unfinished, that you 
produced over the summer. It can arrive in a naked, unmated, 
unframed state, but please keep in mind that it will be judged 
alongside many others on a table – so leave room for othersʼ 
masterpieces. The membership will choose the winner who will 
receive a voucher for a free luncheon. WPW
" " "      
" " "      Virginia Sandler, Special Events Chair

http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
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Our monthly luncheons, held the second Thursday of each 
month, start again this September 13th, at the Monterey at 
Encino Glen. Please contact Mara Thompson, our Luncheon 
Coordinator: lunch@womenpainterswest.org by the Friday 
before the luncheon at the latest. She prefers to receive 
emails but you can call her at (310) 399-7519.

At the beginning of each September, there is no permanent 
lunch list. Email Mara at lunch@womenpainterswest.org if 
you want to be on the Permanent Lunch list when you make 
your reservation for the September 13th luncheon. 

Keep in mind that if you do not cancel your permanent 
reservation at least seven days before the luncheon you will 
be liable for payment if you are unable to attend. The only 
way we can make our costs and not have to dip into the 
treasury to pay for lunches is if we do not have to pay for 
absentees. As Monterey has not raised the cost of their 
luncheon, our cost remains $24.  If you wish to add $1 for 
our charities, we will happily accept your check for $25 or 
the $1 bill. 

Thank you for your cooperation. WPW

  

Back Row, left to right: Susan Rosman, Susan Gesundheit, Chris Ramos, Andrea Kichaven, Nancy Lawrence, 
Diane Karpel, Pat Salmons; Middle Row, left to right: Harriett Lahana, Betzi Stein, Ann Marie Ferreira, Virginia Sandler, 
Toby Salkin, Rea Nagel; First Row, left to right: Mara Thompson, Lois Ramirez, Lynn Gadal and Susanne Belcher.

WPW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2012

WPW LUNCHEONS  Mara Thompson, Luncheon Coordinator

 

mailto:lunch@womenpainterswest.org
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JUNE 2012 NEW MEMBERS LUNCHEON

Photos of four new WPW members attending our June New Member luncheon. Also pictured: Diane Karpel, 
Membership Chairman, Susan Gesundheit, Harriett Lahana, and Nancy Lawrence
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To the left is Barbara Frankel, WPW 
Scholarship Chair with Ellen Grim, 
longtime WPW member who attends 
every WPW luncheon and enters a 
good majority of our exhibition 
competitions.
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Left: (l-r) Laura Long, Dot Conlon (new), 
Michelne Laski and Charlotte Kerber enjoying 
the ambience of the June luncheon.

Below: Steve Aufhauser, Continental Art 
Supplies, was our guest speaker at our June 
luncheon. He gave us extremely valuable 
information about various types of brushes and 
how to use them, as well as how to keep them 
primed for use.  Thanks to Chris Ramos for 
securing him for us.
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WPW Artistsʼ Studio Tour in August

Lynn Gadal, Co-president

         We visited the studios of Susanne Belcher, Shula Arbel and Erella Teitler. Susanne showed 
         us some great techniques on photo transferring and gave us a tour of her lovely studio space.  
         Shulaʼs workspace included a Moroccan décor that her husband created to further enhance 
         their shared studio space. And, Erellaʼs studio gave our members one more enjoyable place 
         to visit. We thank all of you for your warm hospitality and sharing your studios with us. More 
         studio tours will be happening over the next few months. WPW



Women Painters West Website
Member’s Artist Page

Members interested in showcasing their artwork on the WPW website or seek to link with their own website can 
do so in the Our Artists section with an Artist Page. Please visit the WPW website and click onto any of the 
bold-faced and underlined names to see an example, i.e. Janet Bothne.

Artist Pages are handled by Mila Benedicto, WPW website designer. There is a one-time setup fee of $50.   

Each Artist Page will include two (2) full color images of your artwork and the contact information you choose to 
include: name, telephone, email and website address. You can choose whether to include all of the contact 
options or just one or two. For example:
" " " "       Jane Smith

818-555-5555               OR               Jane Smith
                                               jsmith@earthlink.net                         jsmith@earthlink.net
" " " " www.janesmith.com

Updating of artwork and text is available for a $10 service fee plus the following:
$5 to change/add/delete any or all of the four following text items: name, telephone, email address, 
website address
$10 to change one image (via digital file)
$20 to change two images (via digital files)

For example, if an artist wanted to change the telephone number, add a website address and change an 
image, that would be $25. ($10 service fee + $5 for text changes + one image change@$10).
Scanning of photographs or slides to digital files is available for an additional $20 per image.

Deadline
Requests for Artist Pages and updating of artwork submitted will be processed four times a year – 
January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15.

Members interested in setting up an Artist Page need to fill out the Artist Page Request Form.

Submitting Artwork
Submit high quality digital files of your artwork that present it in the best possible way. High quality images will 
result from photographing the artwork directly without any glass, Plexiglas or other obstruction between the art 
and the camera lens which can create fuzzy, dull images or glare. 

Less-than-professional standard quality digital photographs may result in Mila Benedicto spending additional 
time preparing your files. If so, the artist may be asked to resubmit better quality photographs or be charged an 
additional fee.

Digital File Format
Digital files should be in jpg format. Higher resolution (larger) files and those with larger dimensions are better 
since they contain more detail. 

For more information, contact Mila Benedicto: mbenedicto@milaben.com

mailto:jsmith@earthlink.net
mailto:jsmith@earthlink.net
mailto:jsmith@earthlink.net
mailto:jsmith@earthlink.net
mailto:mbenedicto@milaben.com
mailto:mbenedicto@milaben.com


Women Painters West Website
ARTIST PAGE REQUEST FORM

(Please write legibly)

Artist Name:______________________________________________________________________

Contact Info – Required (this information is to contact you in the event of any questions.)

Telephone: ________________________________Email: _____________________________________

Contact Text Info - for Artist Page
This information will be included on your Artist Page. Only include information you want shown.

Telephone: ____________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Website Address: ________________________________________________________________

Artwork #1 will be placed first on the page with Artwork #2 being placed below Artwork #1.  On Janet Bothneʼs 
sample page, Upright Rhythm is Artwork #1 and Making Other Arrangements is Artwork #2.

Artwork #1

Title: ______________________________________________________________________

Dimensions (height x width): ___________________________________________________

Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________

Artwork #2

Title: ______________________________________________________________________

Dimensions (height x width): ___________________________________________________

Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________

Deadlines – January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15 - for processing of Artist Page requests.  

Cost is $50 for new Artist Page.  (See Page One for updating and scanning prices.)
Make checks payable to: Mila Benedicto.  Digital Files to: mbenedicto@milaben.com

Please mail: check & the completed form. It is preferred that you e-mail your 2 digital images (see e-mail 
address above). If you send a CD with images, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope ONLY 
if you want your materials returned. 

Mila Benedicto
3917 Huron Ave. #4

Culver City, CA 90232

mailto:mbenedicto@milaben.com
mailto:mbenedicto@milaben.com


" " " "

Lynn Gadal
3648 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Luncheon Meeting" " " September 13, 2012 at 11:30 a.m.   
At:" " " " " Monterey at Encino Glen
" " " " " 16821 Burbank Blvd.
" " " " " Encino, CA 91436

Program:" " " " Feature: Jackson Pollack Video
" " " " "
! ! ! ! ! ! !Menu:" " " " " Tri-Salad with an optional choice of Baked Potato and Veggies
     Cost:" " " " " $24 (to be paid when you check-in at the door)
Board Meeting:" " " 10:00 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on Friday, September 7, 2012

Please e-mail or call for reservations:
"      
" " Telephone:" " Mara Thompson (310) 399-7519  Please speak clearly
" " E-mail to:"              lunch@womenpainterswest.org

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s) and please spell the name.     

Guest(s) Name(s) " " " " " " " " "

Memberʼs Name" " " " " " " " "

If you are unable to attend after making a reservation, please call Mara before the deadline, or you will be held 
financially responsible for the cost of the luncheon.

mailto:lunch@womenpainterswest.org
mailto:lunch@womenpainterswest.org



