
President’s Message

I would like to give you some insight into 
what we discuss and accomplish at our 
board meetings. Susan Rosman, my 
Co-President, called Gerald Bagg, our 
donor, to ask him to donate to this yearʼs 
scholarship fund. He responded with a 
$5,000 donation. Lois Ramirez, Treasurer, keeps accurate records of 
our incoming monies. Betzi Stein, Programs Chair, continues securing 
top-notch speakers. Suki Kuss, Exhibitions Chair, is working to secure 
new venues for our juried shows... Laguna College of Art and Design 
and the National Watercolor Society are being considered. Toby Salkin, 
Exhibitions Clerk, conducts our exhibition take-ins and keeps records of 
membersʼ status. Marge Rheuban continues to organize exhibits at the 
Encino Terrace Center, a no-cost, well-populated venue. 

Diane Karpel, Susie Gesundheit and Harriett Lahana, our Membership 
team, are working on bringing our members together for discussions, 

gallery visits and networking, to accommodate those unable to attend the monthly luncheons. Rea Nagel, 
Philanthropy Chair, secured an elementary school for our yearly donation of art supplies. Barbara Frankel, 
Scholarship Chair, is searching for a school to find students to review for this yearʼs scholarships. Susanne 
Belcher, our Historian, covers our events by taking photos and maintaining our history files. Chris Ramos, 
Publicity Chair, suggested that we advertise online with Visual Art Source... we voted to try it for a year.

Donna Geist Bush, Corresponding Secretary, sends cards to members who are ill or have lost family members. 
Ann Marie Ferreira, Recording Secretary, takes the minutes at all board meetings. Mara Thompson, Luncheon 
Reservations Chair, insures our luncheons go smoothly. Newsletter Editor, Nancy Goodman Lawrence, is now 
grooming someone to take over the task. Nancyʼs professional work for the past few years is most appreciated 
by all. Mila Benedicto, Website Administrator, is in charge of updates to our website. Andrea Kichaven updates 
our directory and, as Graphic Designer, creates our exhibition postcards. Norma Klein, Reception Coordinator, 
with her husband Gerald are stepping down after 5 years of providing refreshments at our openings. Thank 
you both. Pat Salmons, Member-at-Large, is available as needed.         continued on page 4
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                               WOULD YOU BUY THIS?  
Women Painters West is considering ordering license plate holders. 
Each car that displays these license plate holders will bring attention to 
our organization. Together we can market the website and declare our 
place in the world! If enough interest, we will ask for pre-orders at $5 
each. Would you purchase 1 or 2? Please email your thoughts. 
I will present the results at the next board meeting.
Thank you. Mara Thompson  mythmara@mindspring.com
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MARCH 8th FIELD TRIP: CHARLES 
ARNOLDI STUDIO VISIT (No Luncheon)

For our March meeting we are going to visit the 
Venice studio of Charles Arnoldi. His studio can 
accommodate up to 30 people, so make your 
reservation ASAP, as it will be first come, first 
served. If you would like to attend, please send 
a $10 check along with your name, email and 
phone number to: 
Betzi Stein, Program Chair
3640 Cardiff Ave. #211
Los Angeles, CA 90034

If, for any reason, after reserving you are unable to 
attend, be sure to let me know as much in advance 
as possible in order to open space for any who 
might be on the waiting list. 

We will meet at 10:30 for an hour or so and visit 
at Arnoldi's studio, located at 721 Hampton Drive, 
Venice, CA 90291. The building is on the west side 
of the street between Indiana and Vernon Avenues. 
There is a large blue mural across the entire face of 
the building. As there is neighborhood street parking 
only, make sure to arrive early enough to allow time 
to find a space. Consider carpooling. Hereʼs a map 
link to the studio: http://mapq.st/ytpeZG.

There are many delightful restaurants close by on 
Abbot Kinney Blvd. in Venice and on Main St. in 
Santa Monica, so plan a lunch date afterwards. WPW

Charles Arnoldi, an American painter, sculptor 
and printmaker, was born April 10, 1946 in Dayton, 
Ohio. He has been described as an artist who 
"draws in space" to create his unique assemblage 
works of art. Throughout his long career, Arnoldi 
has been fascinated with shape and pattern as 
they apply to advance formal concerns, from his 
1970's paintings made entirely of natural forms, 
to his current work. Architect Frank Gehry says of 
the artist, "The maturing Arnoldi has a secure color 
sense and the ability to work at large scale as well 
as to produce tiny, exquisite watercolors." Gehry 
also cites Arnoldi as an influence in his own work, 
and says, "This is an artist whose best is yet to 
come, who is still experimenting and still willing 
to risk".

Arnoldi has been making art for over forty years, 
first achieving acclaim in the 1970's. A decade 
later he had established himself as one of the 
most prominent painters in southern California. 
Arnoldi's work resides in numerous collections 
and museums throughout the US and abroad, 
including the MoMA, the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, LACMA, the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum and the Guggenheim, Bilbao, Spain.

A recent solo show, "Charles Arnoldi: Artworks 
from the 1970's" in conjunction with Pacific 
Standard Time, was held at Rosamund Felsen 
Gallery, Bergamont Station, in November. WPW

Betzi Stein, Program Chair 
betzi@betzistein.com  310 202-0474
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MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence

MEMBERSʼ NEWS
         
Shula Singer Arbel and Lucie Hinden 
have paintings in the "Red" exhibition 
at the Women's City Club of Pasadena. 
This show, featuring 60 works by 27 
California based artists, will run until 
March 30 at the historic Blinn House 
on 160 N. Oakland Avenue, Pasadena. 

Teri Dryden sold one of two collages 
juried into the notBIG:a small art 
competition at the MS Rezny Gallery 
in Lexington, KY. She will be showing 
all new work through March in a five-
person show simply called COLLAGE 
at the Hardscuffle Gallery, Louisville.

Nancy Goodman Lawrence will have 
a solo show at the Slutzky Art Gallery, 
Merage JCC, Irvine, from March 12 to 
April 18.

Toby Salkin is having a one-woman 
show at the 20.8 Gallery at 208 Forysth 
St., New York, with a reception on April 
28th from 6-9 pm. 

Pat Salmonsʼ painting was juried into 
the TOAA Open Show, Thousand Oaks 
Community Gallery, and will run until 
February 26. WPW

To submit your art events, send your information 
to Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com. 

All submissions must be sent no later than 
the 10th of each month.
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Charles Arnoldi artwork captions:
Top p. 2: Artist with his surfboard
Top p. 3: Fester, 2011, acrylic on canvas
Bottom p. 3: Wurster, 2011, acrylic on canvas
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

Please tell anyone you know who may be 
interested in joining WPW that the application 
deadline is March 31. The application can be 
downloaded from our website.

We are planning a WPW Artist Studio Tour for 
the summer. If you are interested in opening 
your studio to other members, please email 
Diane Karpel at www.jdkarpel@aol.com. 

We are also planning a WPW Plein Air Paint Out 
on Saturday, April 21. We will meet at an arranged 
destination, bring lunch and we will paint! If you 
would like to get further information, please email 
Diane as well.

The Beatrice Wood tour at the Santa Monica 
Museum was wonderful. Curator Lisa Melandri 
led an enlightening tour of Woodʼs ceramics 
and shared her life story. Special thanks to 
Kim Newstadt for arranging the tour. WPW

Diane Karpel
Membership Chair

IN MEMORIAM

Meredith Ann Olson, WPW member, was a lovely 
person, a natural redhead and a good painter. 

Meredith taught for 15 years at Cerritos College, 
received her Bachelor's degree from UCLA and 
her Masters from the University of Texas. 

She was a long time member, former board 
member and juror for the NWS. 

Her work was featured in a number of books, 
among them Watercolor Bold and Free. Her work 
was shown at the Nat'l Academy of Design, the 
Frye Museum in Seattle, the Virginia Art Museum, 
LACMA, the Pasadena Art Museum, the La Jolla 
Art Museum the Laguna Art Museum, Barnsdall Art 
Gallery and USCʼs Fischer Gallery, among others. 

For many years she and her husband, Howard 
Jacobson, organized and administered wonderful 
art tours for the Brand Library. The tours were 
hugely popular and have been greatly missed, 
as are both Meredith and Howard. WPW

! ! ! ! Bonese Turner

Presidentʼs Message... continued from page 1

Diane Dubin is our official Luncheon Greeter... 
we can use an alternate for those times when she 
isnʼt available. Last but not least, thanks to Virginia 
Sandler, Special Events Chair, for bringing added 
flair to our special events, most recently the annual 
Holiday Boutique. 

So, get involved because we are your board and 
you are our membership. And we work together 
to do the wonderful things WPW does. WPW#

# # # # Lynn Gadal, Co-president
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Beatrice Wood Santa Monica Museum visit
Top row: Shelley Gazin, Susie Gesundheit, Lisa Melandri, 
Mara Thompson, Andrea Kichaven, Lynn Gadal, 
Crouching: Kim Newstadt, Rea Nagel
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Great Thanks to all the Newsletter 
Staff Contributors

Managing and layout editor: Nancy Lawrence 
and understudy Ken Marsh  

Feature articles: Lynn Gadal; Betzi Stein; 
Diane Karpel; Bonese Turner

Photos: Betzi Stein, Diane Karpel
Mailing: Mathilde & Dan Lombard

From left: Dorothy Conlon, Guest, and 
WPW members Angela Ramirez, 
Charlotte Kerber and Laura Long

Paul Pitsker, February luncheon speaker

Betzi Stein (top) and Bonnie Sue Schwartz had the good fortune 
to sit for portrait artist Don Bachardy on separate occasions at 
the artist's home studio in Santa Monica Canyon. Don painted 
just one portrait of Bonnie Sue and two of Betzi. Apparently, if 
he is dissatisfied with the first, and has the energy, he will do 
another. Both women had similar experiences trying to stay still 
and awake for the several hours it took to complete the work. 
Seeing the finished pieces was a bit of a shock. Bonnie Sue 
commented, "He captured my facial features but exaggerated 
the lines and wrinkles that reveal my character. The painting is 
great but now I'm ready to have a face lift!" Betzi, for all intents 
and purposes was speechless. What do you think?  Comments 
are welcome! WPW



" " " "

Nancy Goodman Lawrence
3642 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066


