
President’s Message

Dear Fellow Women Artists,  

It may seem to you that we are a very 
large group – we do have over 200 
members. But the number of active 
participants in our activities is relatively 
small. We rarely get over 50 members for our monthly lunches, 
no matter how interesting our speakers or programs. And the 
number of artists who submit work to our shows is also limited 
and usually the work represents the same 30-40 women.

It may seem that we are always asking for your assistance, but we 
do, indeed, need your active help. You have all heard that we have 
lost VIVA as a venue for one of our required three annual shows. 
And the Board has been trying very hard to find new galleries or 
spaces to replace this loss.  

This is your opportunity to participate and solve a real dilemma for 
us. We need new space and are able to pay for it (we did, in the past, pay for many shows because 
galleries need rental income to survive). But we need to find those spaces. Please look around your 
neighborhoods for potential showplaces: libraries; municipal galleries; public buildings; art galleries. If 
you find something that you think might work, either get the basic information for us or just give us the 
details and we will follow up with the venue. Andrea Kichaven has gallantly volunteered to take on the 
job of Exhibit Chair, following in the extremely successful footsteps of Susan Kuss who has taken on 
that responsibility for the last three years.

So even if you donʼt find yourself able to come to luncheons or enter competitions, you can support 
us with a little expenditure of your time and knowledge. We appreciate it.      
" " " " " " " " "             Susan Rosman, Co-president
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CALENDAR
April 12 , 2012

Luncheon meeting 11:30 a.m.
Guest Speaker:

Elizabeth Patterson
(See details page 2)

Exhibitions
Encino Terrace Center
February 15 to May 11

Designer Services Group
March 23 to April 19
(See prospectus in 

February newsletter)

illustration by Louis Gadal

ARTIST LICENSE PLATE FRAMES!
Together we can market the website 
and declare our place in the world! 

GET YOURS AT THE NEXT LUNCHEON • Thursday, April 12
Custom Frame $6.00 each • Check or cash accepted

To order by mail, send a check for $11.30 (includes postage) 
made out to Women Painters West for each frame to: 

Mara Thompson • 734 Cedar Street, Apt A 
Santa Monica,  CA  90405

visit us at www.womenpainterswest.org

http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/


April Luncheon 
Speaker:Elizabeth Patterson

Speaking at our April luncheon 
meeting will be Elizabeth Patterson, 
colored pencil artist. Originally from 
Pennsylvania, Elizabeth Patterson 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree at Minneapolis College of 
Art and Design and relocated to 
the Los Angeles area in 1979. She 
worked in numerous mediums and 
styles with a strong proclivity for 
graphite and color pencil rendering. 
Though she won recognition from 
a very early age, her pursuit to 
become an emerging artist came to an abrupt halt 
in 1984. A severe crush injury resulted in a complete 
loss of use of her drawing hand and necessitated 
two years of intensive medical treatment. Feeling 
uncertain that she would ever draw again, Elizabeth 
put her artistic pursuits aside and embarked  on a 
completely different career path. 
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In 1998, when Elizabethʼs partner 
insisted that she resurrect her art 
career, she was stunned to discover
that her gift for drawing was unaffected 
by the distressing injury. She spent 
the ensuing decade developing her 
technique and artistic vision in a quest 
to make art her sole profession. In 2008, 
she retired from her career as an IT 
professional, and became a full time 
artist with gallery representation. 

Her “rainscape” series which was 
launched in 2006, was born of her 
attempts to watch the patterns created 
by water and nightlight on her windshield 

during a rainstorm. A few drops turned into rivulets, 
blurring her vision. Then the wipers would totally 
change the image. It was a mesmerizing display 

of all the elements that stimulate her imagination: 
an emotional quality suggested by water, a solitary 
vantage point for the artist and constantly shifting 
colors and distances  in the landscapes.  

Elizabethʼs most recent solo exhibition was held 
in Paris at Galerie Louis Carreʼ. Her work has been 
featured in numerous publications and has received 
overwhelmingly positive reviews for her mastery of 
the medium of colored pencil. She is exclusively 
represented by Louis Stern Fine Arts in West 
Hollywood, California. WPW

Betzi Stein
Program Chair
betzi@betzistein.com  310 202-0474

Highway 49, San Andreas, 18x32, 2011 (above)
Mulholland Drive X, 16x25, 2011 (right)
Broadway Street, Los Angeles, 10x15, 2011 (below)

mailto:betzi@betzistein.com
mailto:betzi@betzistein.com


MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence

         
Shula Singer Arbel will show five paintings 
in "The Eastern Aesthetic: Asian Influence 
in Art and Architecture," La Galeria Gitana. 
The show runs from April 24 to June 16. 

The following people are exhibiting work in 
the “Valley Artist Guildʼs 2012 Gold Medal 
Exhibition” at the Venice Arts Gallery, 1702 
Lincoln Blvd., Venice: Shula Singer Arbel, 
Debra Hintz (won Gold Medal Award) and 
Trice Tolle (won 2nd Place Award). The 
exhibit runs from March 15 to March 31.

Two of Susanne Belcherʼs images were 
selected for the Blaze Hill Press Eyes On: 
Abstracts, scheduled for publication this 
summer.

Susan Lasch Krevitt has a mixed media/
encaustic piece in “Cross-Pollination,” 
Studio Channel Islands Art Center Gallery 
through March 31. She also had a piece in 
the Mosaic show at the historic Malaga 
Cove Library, Palos Verdes Estates.

Michelene Laski won an Honorable 
Mention in the Valley Watercolor Society 
show at Gallery 800.

Betzi Stein received the Tombow Award 
for Excellence for “Massage Series 4” in
the "Explore This 8" online show sponsored 
by the Colored Pencil Society of America. 
The same piece was accepted into the 
"Pencil Paintings" show sponsored by the 
Los Angeles Chapter of the Colored Pencil 
Society and held at Cypress Community 
Gallery through April 19.

Bonese Collins Turner has been selected 
as the juror for the “41st Brand National.” 
The prospectus will soon be available. 
She has also been chosen as the juror for 
the annual Long Beach Open Exhibition in 
May. WPW

To submit your art events, send your information 
to Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com. 

All submissions must be sent no later than 
the 10th of each month.
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Diane Karpel, Membership Chair

MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

visit us at www.womenpainterswest.org

mailto:tearmyartout@mac.com
mailto:tearmyartout@mac.com
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
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Newsletter Editorʼs Note

I have overseen the management and layout 
(with the help of proofreader, Judi Birnberg) of 
our WPW newsletter for the past 2½ years. It is 
time for me to step down. Our presidents, Lynn 
and Susan, will take over as managing editors, 
and graphic artist, Ken Marsh, is going to prepare 
the newsletter layout. Ken designed our March 
newsletter and added some flair to the original 
design. I know that his artistic direction will be 
appreciated by our membership. 

Although working on the newsletter has been a 
big job, learning how to do desktop publishing 
has been an enjoyable experience and a boon 
to my computer skills. Iʼm happy to have had 
this opportunity.

I will continue to compile the Membersʼ News 
portion of the newsletter, so please send your 
items to me by the 10th of the month, as you 
have done in the past.

Last but not least, I would like to remind (nag) 
you once again to drag this newsletter link: 
http://womenpainterswest.org/pdf.html (with 
your mouse) to a corner of your desktop, and 
remember where you placed it. Please do this 
NOW. This way, no matter what happens to your 
e-mails, you will never lose a newsletter!  

Happy reading! Onward, Ken!

Sincerely,

Nancy Lawrence
 " " " "

Great Thanks to all the Newsletter 
Staff Contributors

Managing and layout editor: Ken Marsh
with Nancy Lawrence oversight  

Feature articles: Susan Rosman; Betzi Stein; 
Diane Karpel; Nancy Lawrence

Photos: Betzi Stein, Diane Karpel
Mailing: Mathilde & Dan Lombard

visit us at www.womenpainterswest.org

CHARLES ARNOLDI STUDIO TOUR

Thirty-six WPW members were enthralled by a 
visit to the studio of Charles Arnoldi on March 8th.  
Arnoldi graciously took us on a tour of the many 
rooms in the vast space of his studio gallery and 
work space. His very forthcoming answers to our 
many questions and his highly opinionated views 
of his fellow artists and the art world they all inhabit 
were informative and fascinating to hear about.  
$ $          Betzi Stein, Program Chair

Two views of Charles Arnoldiʼs studio

http://womenpainterswest.org/pdf.html
http://womenpainterswest.org/pdf.html
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
http://www.womenpainterswest.org/
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Charles Arnoldi in his studio.

Two Pats: Devin and Salmons. Andrea Kichaven, Marge 
Rheuban and Nancy Lawrence in background.

Harriett Lahana and Sondra Jolles show scale of several 
recent chainsaw pieces in Arnoldi's studio. 
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W O M E N PA IN T E RS W EST 
Now Accepting Applications for Membership  

Applications due by March 31, 2012 
 

Founded in Laguna Beach in 1921, WPW is the largest 
organization of its kind on the west coast. Thei r 200-plus membership 
includes professional and award-winning artists utilizing innovative 
and conceptual approaches to art in all mediums. 

WPW exhibits about four times a year in galler ies, art centers, 
museums and universities throughout the Los Angeles area.               
A monthly Luncheon Guest Speaker Program features renowned 
artists, gallery owners, directors and others from the Los Angeles art 
world. WPW also offers its members exclusive tours of well-known 

exhibitions. As a non-profit organization, philanthropy, outreach and 
scholarship programs are meaningful objectives.  

M embers are chosen by jur ied selection. Applications from 
artists, art students and instructors are welcome. 

 
Applications are due Saturday, March 31, 2012 

     Annual M embership Jurying is on Thursday, May 3, 2012. 
 

For application forms and more information about WPW 
Please visit: womenpainterswest.org. 
To download an application, Click " join "    

 
Questions???  Please Contact: 

Diane K arpel, M embership C hair at  
membershipchair@womenpainterswest.org 

(If you wish to talk to me, please include your 
telephone number in the email) 
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Women Painters West Website 
Member’s Artist Page 

 
Members who are interested in showcasing 
their artwork on the WPW website or seek to 
link with their own website can do so in the Our 
Artists section with an Artist Page.  Please visit 
the WPW website and click onto any of the 
bold-faced and underlined names to see an 
example, i.e. Janet Bothne. 
 

Artist Pages are handled directly by Mila 
Benedicto, the WPW website designer.  There 
is a one-time setup fee of $50.    
 

Each Artist Page will include two (2) full color 
images of your artwork along with the contact 
information you choose to include: name, 
telephone, email and website address.  You 
can choose whether to include all of the 
contact options or just one or two. For 
example: 

Jane Smith 
818-555-5555 

jsmith@earthlink.net 
janesmith.com 

OR 
Jane Smith 

jsmith@earthlink.net 
 

Updating of artwork and text is available for a 
$10 service fee plus the following: 

$5 to change/add/delete any or all of the 
four following text items: name, telephone, 
email address, website address 
$10 to change one image (via digital file) 
$20 to change two images (via digital files) 

For example, if an artist wanted to change the 
telephone number, add a website address and 
change an image, that would be $25. ($10 
service fee + $5 for text changes + one image 
change@$10). 
Scanning of photographs or slides to digital 
files is available for an additional $20 per 
image. 

 
Deadline 
Requests for Artist Pages and updating of 
artwork submitted will be processed four times 
a year – January 15, April 15, July 15 and 
October 15. 
 
Members interested in setting up an Artist 
Page need to fill out the Artist Page Request 
Form. 
 
Submitting Artwork 
Submit high quality digital files of your artwork 
that presents your work in the best possible 
way. High quality images will result from 
photographing the artwork directly without any 
glass, Plexiglas or other obstruction between 
the art and the camera lens which can create 
fuzzy, dull images or glare on the artwork.  
 
Less-than-professional standard quality digital 
photographs may result in Mila Benedicto 
spending additional time preparing your files.  
If so, the artist may be asked to resubmit better 
quality photographs or be charged an 
additional fee to remedy the problem. 
 
Digital File Format 
Digital files should be in jpg format. Higher 
resolution (larger) files and those with larger 
dimensions are better since they contain more 
detail.  
 

For more information, contact  
Mila Benedicto @ mbenedicto@milaben 
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Women Painters West Website 
ARTIST PAGE REQUEST FORM 

(Please write legibly) 

 

 
Artist Name: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Contact Info – Required (this information is to contact you in the event of any questions.) 
 
Telephone: ____________________________________ Email: 
______________________________________ 

 
Contact Text Info - for Artist Page 
This information will be included on your Artist Page. Therefore, only include the information you 
want to have shown in your Artist Page. 
 
Telephone: ________________________________________________ 
 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Website Address: ___________________________________________ 
 
Artwork #1 will be placed first on the page with Artwork #2 being placed below Artwork #1.  On Janet Bothne’s 
sample page, Upright Rhythm is Artwork #1 and Making Other Arrangements is Artwork #2. 

 
Artwork #1 

Title: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Dimensions (height x width): ___________________________________________________ 

Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________ 

 
Artwork #2 

Title: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Dimensions (height x width): ___________________________________________________ 

Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________ 
 

 
Deadlines – January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15 - for processing of Artist Page requests.   
 
Cost is $50 for new Artist Page.  (See Page One for updating and scanning prices.) 
Make checks payable to: Mila Benedicto.  Digital Files to: mbenedicto@milaben.com 
 
Please mail: check & the completed form. It is preferred that you e-mail your 2 digital images (see e-
mail address above). If you send a CD with images, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
ONLY if you want your materials returned.  
 

Mila Benedicto 
3917 Huron Ave. #4 



" " " "

Lynn Gadal
3648 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Luncheon Meeting" " " April 12, 2012 at 11:30 a.m.   
At:" " " " " Monterey at Encino Glen
" " " " " 16821 Burbank Blvd.
" " " " " Encino, CA 91436

Program:" " " " Guest speaker: Elizabeth Patterson
" " " " "
" " " " " " "Menu:" " " " " Peasant Greek Salad
" " " " " Baked potato and veggies
     Cost:" " " " " $24 (to be paid when you check-in at the door)
Board Meeting:" " " 10:00 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on Friday, April 6, 2012

Please e-mail or call for reservations:
"      
" " Telephone:" " Mara Thompson (310) 399-7519  Please speak clearly
" " E-mail to:" " lunchwpw@earthlink.net

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s) and please spell the name.     

Guest(s) Name(s) " " " " " " " " "

Memberʼs Name" " " " " " " " "

If you are unable to attend after making a reservation, please call Mara before the deadline, or you will be held 
financially responsible for the cost of the luncheon.


