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4” x 4” canvas exchange
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Collection of Art Supplies for Children

illustration by Louis Gadal

What is it that drives you to create? It takes
tenacity to bypass the mental blocks that we all
encounter; a special kind of fortitude to keep
making marks. Picasso called it "the darkness of
the white canvas.”

For me, the drive is a nagging feeling to make a mark, build on it and
formalize an image on canvas, clayboard or paper. During this process, I
need to rest, stop looking at my work and turn it to the wall, so to speak.
Then the painting asserts itself, if I'm lucky. If not, I keep picking at it until it
works.
I think of the artists who have preceded us and wonder what motivated
them. Their lives fascinate me. With great humility, I count myself as a
member of the same profession and identify with their thoughts and
struggles. I offer you some artistsʼ quotes:

Frida Kahlo: I paint self-portraits because I am so often alone, because I am the person I know best. I never paint dreams or
nightmares. I paint my own reality.
Vincent Van Gogh: The only time I feel alive is when I'm painting. I want to touch people with my art. I want them to say 'he
feels deeply, he feels tenderlyʼ. The emotions are sometimes so strong that I work without knowing it. The strokes come like
speech.
Lee Krasner: We get used to a certain kind of color of form or format, and it's acceptable. And to puncture that is sticking your
neck out a bit. And then pretty soon, that's very acceptable.
Barbara Kruger: I always say that I'm an artist who works with pictures and words, so I think that the different aspects of my
activity, whether it's writing criticism, or doing visual work that incorporates writing, or teaching, or curating, is all of a single
cloth, and I don't make any separation in terms of those practices.
Berthe Morisot: It is important to express oneself...provided the feelings are real and are taken from your own experience.
Alice Neel: Whether I'm painting or not, I have this overweening interest in humanity. Even if I'm not working, I'm still analyzing
people.
Georgia O'Keeffe: I found I could say things with color and shapes that I couldn't say any other way--things I had no words
for.
Paula Rego: Every change is a form of liberation. My mother used to say a change is always good even if it's for the
worse.
I hope that some of these quotes give our members food for thought. A place for discussion can be found at our
monthly meetings, where an exchange of ideas may provide a source of inspiration. I hope more of you come to our
luncheons, hear our guest speakers and share your thoughts on art with others.
Susan and I want to wish all of you an abundance of creativity during the Thanksgiving season.
Lynn Gadal lynngadal@hotmail.com

November Speaker: Doni Silver Simons
Doni Silver Simons is a painter and an installation and performance artist. She describes herself as a mark maker,
noting that "marking time is universal, what we all do with our lives--some more gracefully than others--none
leaving an unmarked path." A preoccupation with marking and a profound respect for time are what initially
inspired her. Her work is defined by its quietude, compulsion and repetitive variation. She uses a "tally bundle" of
four vertical strokes joined by one diagonal as a means of documenting the passage of time.
One aspect of Silver Simons' work is created "through the prism of an observant Jew.” The Omer, a seven-week
period of personal refinement in the Jewish calendar, is marked by counting. Silver Simons began creating "Omer
pieces" to further assist her own counting of the Omer.
Doni Silver Simons was born in Springfield, MA and received a Bachelor of Studio Arts from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1971 and a Masters of Fine Arts from Wayne State University in 1974. She has had numerous solo
and group shows and performance projects from the 1970's onward to the present, some recent of which include:
“It's About Time,” (Slutzky Gallery in Irvine); “Center Justified,” “Lines,” and “August” (Sherry Frumkin Gallery in
Santa Monica); “Marked, Featuring Omer 5769: An Installation and Performance” (Hebrew Union College in Los
Angeles); “FRESH” (MOCA) and “Send Nothing to the Tate Modern; A Project by David Horvitz” (Tate Modern,
London, England).
A recipient of numerous grants and commissions, Silver Simons' work is in many private collections and in the
public collections of the Detroit Institute of Arts; the National Endowment for the Arts, Washington D.C.; and the
University of Michigan Museum of Art, Ann Arbor. Silver Simons lives and works in Los Angeles.
Visit her website at: www.donisilversimons.com
Betzi Stein
Programs Chair

Doni Silver Simons

December Holiday Luncheon
For our holiday luncheon, we have decided to trade paintings
once again. We want to keep the exchange fair by asking
everyone to use a 4" x 4" ready-to-hang canvas for her work with NO exceptions.
We are also planning to have a boutique in order to give
members an opportunity to showcase and sell small items with
20% of sales going to WPW. If you wish to participate, please
contact me as soon as possible with your name and the type of
boutique items you would like to have on display.
Virginia Sandler
Special Events Coordinator
virginie.san@verizon.net

Beyond the Rim

December Philanthropy
This December, we will be collecting art
supplies to donate to 93rd Street
Elementary School. A wish list will be
supplied in next monthʼs newsletter.
Untitled
All supplies will be collected at our
December Holiday Luncheon.

MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence
To submit your art events, send your information to
Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com. All
submissions must be sent no later than the 10th of
each month.

Speaker, Toni Scott, at October luncheon

Lore Burger is an invited artist in the
special exhibition, "Paper and Print,”
2011 International Exhibition &
Symposium for Paper Art, Korean Craft
Museum, Cheongju, South Korea to
Oct. 30. The show celebrates the
Cheongju International Craft Biennale
2011, the ten-year anniversary of the
registration of "Jikji" as a World
Heritage to UNESCO and the 25th
anniversary of IAPMA (International
Association of Papermakers and
Artists).
Karen Coburnʼs work will be shown in
“End of an Era (1987 – 2011),”
Finegood Gallery, to Dec. 18.

Pat Salmons viewing Toni Scottʼs work

Carole Gillin won best of show for
"Transcending Seasons" (watercolor)
and third place for "Family
Gathering" (aqua media) in the
Buenaventura Art Association/The
California Gold Coast Watercolor
Society held at the Harbor Village
Gallery, Ventura.
Nancy Goodman Lawrenceʼs collage
was included in a selection of work for
“The Peace Project” traveling
exhibition, sponsored by The Whole 9,
Culver City. She is a featured artist in
the online exhibit, “To The Power of N,”
in which ten artists each created a
collage from identical materials; http://
tothepowerofn.joellambeth.com
Poetica Magazine published a piece of
her art online and a poem in its fall
print edition.

Programs Chair, Betzi Stein, displaying Toni Scottʼs work

Women Painters West on Facebook
Women Painters West has a Facebook page. We welcome you to join it.
Please go to the following link and request to join the group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/49019849628/
New Active Member
Congratulations to Kuniko Ruch, who is now an
Active member of WPW.

COMMUNITY ART NEWS
AJU Celebrates Los Angeles Art 1945-1980
American Jewish University (AJU) announced that it will join fifty other local galleries and museums in
participating in a city-wide examination of Los Angeles area art for the years 1945-1980. Celebrating Pacific
Standard Time: 1945-1980 at the Galleries of American Jewish University will run through Feb. 5, 2012. The
purpose of this project is to highlight the unique contribution of artists in Southern California during the post
World War II era.
Curators Elizabeth Bloom and Elaine Levin have selected a representative group of eighteen Jewish artists:
Pat Berger, Edward Biberman, William Brice, Judy Chicago, Lorser Feitelson, Max Finkelstein, Dave Fox,
Michael Frimkess, David Furman, Baila Goldenthal, Peter Krasnow, David Rose, Ruth Rossman, Julius
Shulman, Joyce Treiman, June Wayne, Ruth Weisberg and Joe Young.
Gallery hours are Sunday through Thursday, 10:00am – 7:00pm, Friday 10am-2pm. For further information,
please contact Shelley Lavender at 310.476-9777 ext. 201 or arts@ajula.edu

Lunchtime camaraderie from left: Susanne Belcher, Darlene Mellein, Harriett Lahana and Joan Foster

Great Thanks to all the Newsletter Staff
Contributors
Managing and layout editor: Nancy Lawrence;
Proofreader: Judi Birnberg; Feature articles: Lynn
Gadal, Virginia Sandler, Betzi Stein; Photos:
Susanne Belcher; Mailing: Mathilde & Dan
Lombard
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Nancy Goodman Lawrence
3642 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
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November 10, 2011 at 11:30 a.m.
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Monterey at Encino Glen
16821 Burbank Blvd.
Encino, CA 91436
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#
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Guest speaker: Doni Silver Simons
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$24 note price change (to be paid when you check-in at the door)

Board Meeting:#

#

#

10:00 a.m.
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Traditional turkey entree
Steamed veggies and baked potato

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on Friday, November 4, 2011
Please e-mail or call for reservations:
#
#
#
Telephone:#
#
#
#
E-mail to:#
#

Mara Thompson (310) 399-7519 Please speak clearly
lunchwpw@earthlink.net

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s) and please spell the name.
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______________#
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#

If you are unable to attend after making a reservation, please call Mara before the deadline, or you will be held
financially responsible for the cost of the luncheon.

