
     Presidentʼs Message

At the end of every year, a favorite art 
teacher of mine would pass out 
evaluations for us to complete. The 
questions asked us what we liked most 

about our work and to identify a few things that were not 
successful. How was our work unique to us, and how did that 
affect what we wanted to communicate?  Which artistsʼ work 
were we most drawn to? And finally, where would we like to 
take the work in terms of subject matter and content?
It took me a few years of thinking about the answers to these 
art questions to realize that they applied to my life outside of 
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the studio as well.  It doesnʼt hurt that my birthday also comes at the end of the year so I am used to 
summing up and reviewing what has happened during the last twelve months of my life.

It did take me a while to apply these very questions to my future… and to realize that as applicable as 
they were to what I paint, they could also lead me to look forward in my life with some new goals in 
mind. Which individuals in the world did I admire for their accomplishments, and how could I make my 
life more meaningful?  What did I have to offer to others that perhaps I hadnʼt yet found a way to 
communicate? And what did I want my life to be for the next year?

No one gets to choose what will happen in the future, but we can each find some way to make a 
difference in anotherʼs life.  We can teach a child to read or help an elderly friend get to a doctor or 
hairdresser; we can put aside time to volunteer for charitable work no matter how busy we are.  And I 
now know that those things I do to help others are the very ones that I most admire when I count up 
my accomplishments at the end of the year. This is in addition, of course, to having created a 
wonderful piece of art or sold some prints or gotten praise from someone for the quality of my work.

I wish you all a successful new year ahead and hope that you, too, find the satisfaction that I have in 
my charitable efforts.

Sincerely,

Susan Rosman

illustration by Louis Gadal



December Holiday Boutique

Break open your piggy banks, pull out 
your secret stash, grab your 

checkbooks! Jewelry, handmade 
sweaters, bears, scarves and more will 

be offered for sale at our Holiday 
Boutique!!

A portion of the sales will go to benefit 
WPW.

Mara Thompson and Lois Ramirez greet members
Speaker, Doni Silver Simons, at Nov. luncheon

Photos from 
November luncheon, 

where Doni Silver 
Simons was a most 

interesting and 
engaging speaker.



Wish List for 93rd Street 
Elementary School

In December, WPW will be donating new and very 
gently used art supplies to 93rd Street Elementary 
School. The principal gave me a wish list. She also 
emphasized, please, no paint, due to fewer teacher 
assistants to help with clean up.  Michael's has lots 
of supplies for elementary school children.  Be sure 
to find coupons on the Internet or in newspapers, 
and look for weekend sales. WPW has been very 
generous in its collection of supplies. This school 
will be greatly appreciative of the art materials.

Thank you.
Rea Nagel, Philanthropy Chair

WPW List of Art Supplies Needed for 93rd Street  
Elementary School

Crayons 
Colored pencils
Chalk pastels
Construction paper, 9 x 12, 18 x 24,
Drawing Paper, white, 9 x 12, 18 x 24
White glue
Thick markers, nontoxic
Glue sticks
Erasers
Sharpies, dual tips, thick and thin
Tissue paper, all colors
Railroad board, 22 x 28, white or black
Oil Pastels
Feathers, bright colors



An Interview with Toby Salkin
A Proust-inspired Inquiry into A Memberʼs Reflections on Her Personal and Art-related Life

 by Kathy Sandel

What is your most marked characteristic?
Humor
If you could say one thing to yourself in your twenties, what would it be?
Take your art seriously and choose it as your career.

What is your current state of mind?
Open and excited about what I am doing in life with my family and my art
What about yourself are you most proud? 
I am a survivor.

What is your greatest regret? "
That I didnʼt finish college
When and where were you happiest?
Raising my children
What is the trait you most deplore in yourself?
Being overweight and being a little too outspoken

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Openness and warmth
In a man? "
Intelligence

What medium do you use in expressing your art?
Oil and collage 
Why?
Oil for its fluidity, and the smell of the paint - I love the smell. Collage for its ability to offer a surprise at the end
What artist(s), living or deceased has/have most influenced your own path?
Picasso, Juan Gris, Degas and Alex Villumson
Describe what your art is about in one extended sentence.
When I moved to L.A., I was a cubist painter and used the darker colors. Alex influenced my color palette, and the brighter colors I use today 
energize me. I paint mostly landscapes, and I love painting buildings. I enjoy working with negative space. I do not enjoy plein air. I generally 
take a photo and paint from that.
Are you satisfied with your creative efforts so far?
Yes. But, I do want to grow!
Where do you feel you want to improve with your art? 
My drawing abilities
What aspect of your art process do you feel holds you back?
If I add a color to the painting that I am not happy with, I often get blocked and have to switch and work on a collage, and then at a later 
time, I go back and often change the color.

What about your art are you most proud? 
When I sell a piece of art, I am more excited that someone likes it than with the money.

What is your greatest extravagance in your art?
Buying the best quality art supplies regardless of my budget

How much of your week is devoted to art time? 
I paint about 3 days a week, from 4 to 5 hours with a brief break. 

What are your current goals with regard to your art?
To have more one-woman shows

What art-related ability do you wish you had?
I wish I could market my work better.

What do you most fear? In life? in art?
Being sick and unable to paint

What current artist’s work just knocks you out?
Our last guest speaker, Toni Scott! 

Toby Salkin

The Purple House

An Afternoon in France



 Membership Update: Activity Ideas

We would like to find ways to bring our members 
together to some exciting venues in addition to our 
monthly meetings. We would like to encourage 
more dialogue and socialization of our members 
on the weekends and in the evenings. Please look 
over some of the ideas and let us know what you 
think. Also, if you have time to help in the planning, 
have any other ideas or would like to join the 
Networking group please let us know....
 
1.  Museum or gallery visits and lunch once a

 month, scheduled in advance
2.  Workshops given by members of WPW 
3.  Studio tour events of membersʼ studios
4.  Paint-out on a weekend at a local destination
5.  Demonstration by a member at a planned
     location
6.  Gallery director interchange
7.  Networking group...we would like to form a 

 group of women to meet once a month to
 share ideas, set goals, brainstorm and
 plan events within the group to enhance and
 develop our careers as artists and business
 managers.

Please email or call one of us if you are interested 
in pursuing this further!

Diane Karpel
jdkarpel@aol.com  or 818-388-7770

Susie Gesundheit
soozworm@aol.com or 818-216-8901

Note from Exhibition Chair

If anyone wishes to sit at the Speakerʼs Table at 
future luncheons, please e-mail Betzi Stein with 

your request.
Betzi@betzistein.com

Great Thanks to all the Newsletter Staff 
Contributors

Managing and layout editor: Nancy 
Lawrence;  Proofreader: Judi Birnberg; 
Feature articles: Susan Rosman, Diane 
Karpel, Susie Gesundheit, Kathy Sandel; 
Photos: Susanne Belcher; Mailing: Mathilde 
& Dan Lombard

MEMBERS’ NEWS
Nancy Lawrence

 The acclaimed Louisville band, “King's 
Daughters & Sons” has chosen Teri 
Dryden's  mixed-media collage, The 
Road Home, for the cover of its new 
album, “If Then Not When.” Check 
them out at http://
kingsdaughtersandsons.com/

Susan Lasch Krevitt was awarded the 
first place award and a solo show in 
2013 for her piece, “Burnt Offering: Sea 
& Sand,” in “Show and Tell,” SCIART 
Gallery, Camarillo, to Nov. 26.

Diane Karpel, Andrea Raft, Toby 
Salkin and Erella Teitler will exhibit  
their work in "Sacred Places of the 
Heart," Slutzky Art Gallery at the 
Merage JCC of Orange County. 
The exhibit will run from Nov. 20 to 
Dec. 24.

Toby Salkin will have a solo show at 
the Coffee Fix, 12508 Moorpark St., 
Studio City, from Dec. 5 to Jan. 8 with a 
reception on Dec.18 from 3 to 5 pm 
and and poetry readings from 5 to 7 
pm.

Erella Teitler is exhibiting in "Jewish 
Ritual:Rethinking, Renewed," Hebrew 
Union College, to Dec 31.

To submit your art events, send your information to 
Nancy Lawrence @ tearmyartout@mac.com. All 

submissions must be sent no later than the 10th of 
each month.

Note from Website Manager
Jan. 11 is the next due date for making changes 

or additions to your Artist Page on the WPW 
website. Please find the Artist Page forms on the 

next 2 pages of this newsletter.
Mila Benedicto 

mbenedicto@milaben.com
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Members who are interested in showcasing 

their artwork on the WPW website or seek to 

link with their own website can do so in the Our 

Artists section with an Artist Page.  Please visit 

the WPW website and click onto any of the 

bold-faced and underlined names to see an 

example, i.e. Janet Bothne. 
 

Artist Pages are handled directly by Mila 

Benedicto, the WPW website designer.  There 

is a one-time setup fee of $50.    
 

Each Artist Page will include two (2) full color 

images of your artwork along with the contact 

information you choose to include: name, 

telephone, email and website address.  You 

can choose whether to include all of the 

contact options or just one or two. For 

example: 

Jane Smith 

818-555-5555 

jsmith@earthlink.net 

janesmith.com 

OR 

Jane Smith 

jsmith@earthlink.net 
 

Updating of artwork and text is available for a 

$10 service fee plus the following: 

$5 to change/add/delete any or all of the 

four following text items: name, telephone, 

email address, website address 

$10 to change one image (via digital file) 

$20 to change two images (via digital files) 

For example, if an artist wanted to change the 

telephone number, add a website address and 

change an image, that would be $25. ($10 

service fee + $5 for text changes + one image 

change@$10). 

Scanning of photographs or slides to digital 

files is available for an additional $20 per 

image. 

 

Deadline 

Requests for Artist Pages and updating of 

artwork submitted will be processed four times 

a year – January 15, April 15, July 15 and 

October 15. 

 

Members interested in setting up an Artist 

Page need to fill out the Artist Page Request 

Form. 

 

Submitting Artwork 

Submit high quality digital files of your artwork 

that presents your work in the best possible 

way. High quality images will result from 

photographing the artwork directly without any 

glass, Plexiglas or other obstruction between 

the art and the camera lens which can create 

fuzzy, dull images or glare on the artwork.  

 

Less-than-professional standard quality digital 

photographs may result in Jordan Blaquera 

spending additional time preparing your files.  

If so, the artist may be asked to resubmit better 

quality photographs or be charged an 

additional fee to remedy the problem. 

 

Digital File Format 

Digital files should be in jpg format. Higher 

resolution (larger) files and those with larger 

dimensions are better since they contain more 

detail.  
 

For more information, contact  

Mila Benedicto @ mbenedicto@milaben.com 

 



Women Painters West Website 
ARTIST PAGE REQUEST FORM 

(Please write legibly) 

 

 

Artist Name: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Info – Required (this information is to contact you in the event of any questions.) 
 

Telephone: ____________________________________ Email: 
______________________________________ 

 
Contact Text Info - for Artist Page 

This information will be included on your Artist Page. Therefore, only include the information you 
want to have shown in your Artist Page. 
 

Telephone: ________________________________________________ 
 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Website Address: ___________________________________________ 
 
Artwork #1 will be placed first on the page with Artwork #2 being placed below Artwork #1.  On Janet Bothne’s 
sample page, Upright Rhythm is Artwork #1 and Making Other Arrangements is Artwork #2. 

 

Artwork #1 

Title: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Dimensions (height x width): ___________________________________________________ 

Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________ 

 

Artwork #2 

Title: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Dimensions (height x width): ___________________________________________________ 

Media (i.e., acrylic, collage on canvas): ___________________________________________ 

 

 
Deadlines – January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15 - for processing of Artist Page requests.   
 

Cost is $50 for new Artist Page.  (See Page One for updating and scanning prices.) 
Make checks payable to: Mila Benedicto.  Digital Files to: mbenedicto@milaben.com 
 

Please mail: check & the completed form. It is preferred that you e-mail your 2 digital images (see e-

mail address above). If you send a CD with images, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
ONLY if you want your materials returned.  

 

Mila Benedicto 
3917 Huron Ave. #4 

Culver City, CA 90232 
 



" " " "

Nancy Goodman Lawrence
3642 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Luncheon Meeting# # # December 8, 2011 at 11:30 a.m.   
At:" " " " " Monterey at Encino Glen
" " " " " 16821 Burbank Blvd.
" " " " " Encino, CA 91436

Program:" " " " Holiday Luncheon, art exchange, boutique sale
" " " " "
" " " " " " "Menu:" " " " " Lemon dill chicken
" " " " " Steamed veggies and baked potato
     Cost:" " " " " $24 (to be paid when you check-in at the door)
Board Meeting:" " " 10:00 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on Friday, December 2, 2011

Please e-mail or call for reservations:
"      
" " Telephone:" " Mara Thompson (310) 399-7519  Please speak clearly
" " E-mail to:" " lunchwpw@earthlink.net

Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s) and please spell the name.     
" " " " " " " " " ______________"

Guest(s) Name(s) " " " " " " " " "

Memberʼs Name" " " " " " " " "

If you are unable to attend after making a reservation, please call Mara before the deadline, or you will be held 
financially responsible for the cost of the luncheon.


