April 2013
Newsletter
CALENDAR

President’s Message

April 11, 2013
Luncheon Meeting 11:30am
Olympic Collection
Speaker: Elizabeth Chandler
April 25, 2013
Artist Studio Tour
(Note date change! Details on
page 4)
May 2, 2013
Jury Day
Exhibitions
Whole 9 Gallery
March 30 – April 16
Reception: April 6, 6:30-9:30
Encino Terrace
January 12 – April 13, 2013

ARTIST LICENSE
PLATE FRAMES!

Together we can market the website
and declare our place in the world!

GET YOURS AT THE NEXT
LUNCHEON
Custom Frame $6.00 each
Check or cash accepted
To order by mail, send a check for
$11.30 (includes postage) made out to
Women Painters West for each frame to:
Mara Thompson • 734 Cedar Street,
Apt A • Santa Monica, CA 90405
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illustration by Louis Gadal

As I gaze outside today, the weather is as beautiful as a summer day. The birds
are singing and our little friend the blue jay appeared in our garden for some
bread and water. Life is good and nature is beautiful. What else can one wish for
but for the beauty of nature, a place to live, food on the table, some good friends
and health, and the desire to create art? I wish all of you that and much more.
The desire to create something and to express what we feel or think is such a
special gift. It doesn’t question our gender or our beliefs. As my eyes and hearing get a bit less than they once were, I still can draw and paint because of what
I see inside my inner soul. Often, I wonder if blind people can visualize objects,
and I know they can. One sees not only with the eyes but with the soul. My
friend was born blind but still she gets such a thrill from everything around her.
She recently moved to Oregon and was so excited that it finally snowed the
other day so she could experience the joys of touching the snow and feeling the
cold weather. She isn’t blind to the pleasures of music and enjoys seeing a good
movie. There are many ways of seeing and hearing without having those senses
to rely on.
My message to all of you is to enjoy the small things of life and there you will find
true happiness. That also relates to creating a piece of art. One doesn’t have to
make a masterpiece but we can make something on paper or canvas. No preconceived ideas necessary. Children do this all the time. They live in real time
and create as they go.
So, remember to find happiness in each day, and in creating your artwork. Life
is what you make of it.
Thanks for your wonderful energy. Women Painters West is a place to stimulate
your mind as well as your creative genius. All of us have that genius in us.
Be well,
Lynn

Lynn Gadal & Susan Rosman, Co-presidents
Lynn’s email: lynngadal@gmail.com, Susan’s email: surosman@gmail.com
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Elizabeth Chandler
April Featured Speaker
The WPW featured luncheon speaker at the Olympic Collection
on April 11 is Elizabeth Chandler, a prolific abstract artist whose
focus since the late 1990’s has been about exploring the complexities of layering. She works in series, exhaustively exploring
different themes, mediums and techniques before moving on.
In her Continental Drift works, she followed a process that was both
constructive and subtractive, adding to the surface with multiple
printed papers and carving back into the layers to create illusionistic
and real depth and combining both geometric and organic forms.
Themes inspired by the double helix of the DNA genome
informed her Notations series in a more subtle, refined and
translucent way using oil on paper and encaustic, building up thin
layers of wax to create visually rich surfaces. Coney Island is an
important series of encaustic and oil paintings that built on the
energy of dynamic curved elements like shattered and layered
Ferris wheels. Often brilliant in color, they add the push and
pull of different hues to the energy of the forms and lines. Her
most recent series, Liminal Spaces, an extension of Coney Island,
continue with the same forms yet are devoid of the contrasts in
color and use reflective, metallic pigments in all-over patterns
that unite the surface.

Above:
Elizabeth Chandler
Left to right:
From Continental Drift Series,
late 1990’s
Detail of “Liminal Spaces 43”
“Liminal Spaces 43”
60 x 54, acrylic on canvas,
2012

Elizabeth Chandler, a third generation Southern Californian,
currently lives in Desert Hot Springs. She became interested
in art while studying at Stanford University, eventually pursuing
graduate art studies at the Universities of Iowa and Arizona and
the Art Center College of design in Pasadena. Her professional art record is long and impressive — with a national level of
visibility and a 23-year relationship with the Gremillion Gallery in
Houston and Dallas, the most recent of which opened on March
7 at Gremillion in Dallas.
When asked in a 2008 interview if the physical act of painting
brought her closer to understanding herself, she replied, “I will
not link up making art with therapy. However, certainly the kind
of rigor — and it is rigor, discipline to work every day as an artist
— brings you up against yourself all the time.”
Here is a link to her website: http://www.elizabethchandlerart.
com/elizabethchandlerart.com/Contents/Contents.html
Betzi Stein, Program Chair
“Breath of the Vampire”, Mural, 120” x 254”, acrylic, mixed on wall
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A Good Time With Karen Carson!
A good time was had by all today during Karen Carson’s luncheon presentation
at Encino Glen. Her dry wit and total acceptance of her personal foibles coupled
with her insatiable appetite for telling her truth (with a wink) in her art made
for a delightful hour of insight for WPW members and guests. This reporter
wonders how one person is able to produce such an enormous (in size, quantity
and talent!) and thought provoking body of work in such a variety of mediums .
Suffice it to say, she lives for and through her art.
Betzi Stein, Program Chair
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Members’ News

ARTIST STUDIO TOUR
DATE CHANGE!

Red Brick Gallery’s Spring show, “Nature’s Mosaic,” is featuring
11 of Shula Singer Arbel’s paintings through May 7, with a
reception on April 27 from 11 to 5, concurrent with the Ventura
Art Festival.

Thursday, April 25, 10:00 - 3:00
WPW Artist Studio Tour
The new date for the Artist Studio Tour is April 25 at
10:00. We will be visiting 4 studios in East Valley and will
arrange car pool locations. We will bring a lunch and eat
at one of the studio homes. Please mark the date on your
calendar and R.S.V.P. to Susie Gesundeit at
soozworm@aol.com by April 15. Spaces are limited.
If you have any questions please call Diane Karpel or
Susie.

Nancy Lawrence

Ay Atelier in Malibu has published an interview with
Susanne Belcher on its blog spot, which can be viewed at
http://www.ayatelierart.com/?p=495.
Lorraine Bubar will exhibit her work in a group show at The
Rose Café in Venice through April 28.
Pat Dispenziere’s work has been juried into the following
shows: the “Western Federation of Watercolor Societies 38th
Annual Exhibition,” hosted by the Southwestern Watercolor Society, at the Irving Art Center, Irving, TX, from June 1 to July 7,
giving her signature membership; the “Rockies West National,”
through April 5, Western Colorado Center for the Arts, Grand
Junction, CO; and the Watercolor Art Society-Houston “36th
International Exhibition,” through April 4, Watercolor Art
Society-Houston Gallery.
Carol Kleinman’s work has been accepted by A Gallery Fine
Art in Palm Desert, a well-established gallery on El Paseo,
representing artists for over 19 years. She will be at the next
first Thursday event on April 4.
Connie Tunick’s painting, “Homage to F.L.,” in honor of
Franklyn Liegel, won the first place award in Mixed Media in
the “Thousand Oaks Art Association Juried Show.”

DIRECTORY 2013 CORRECTIONS
Please make the following change to your WPW Directory
Regine Legler - new email address:
rlegler1@roanrunner.com

Great Thanks to all the
Newsletter Staff Contributors
Managing and layout editors:
Mila Benedicto, Susan Rosman, Lynn Gadal;
Members’ News: Nancy Goodman Lawrence;
Feature Articles: Betzi Stein;
Photos: Betzi Stein, Susanne Belcher;
Mailing: Mathilde Lombard

Luncheon Speaker Selection Protocol
I very much appreciate and encourage members to recommend potential luncheon speakers to me for consideration.
I investigate and keep a reference file for each and every
one. When making your suggestions, please give me as
much contact information as you can about the person in
question and let me know if you know them, how you know
them and how well you know them, if at all. This is useful
for me when I make an initial contact as I will use your name
as having referred them.
There are a whole host of factors involved in my selection
of speakers and my bottom line is to create as balanced,
diverse and interesting a season as possible. Here, in no
particular order, are some things I consider in the selection
process: Are they well- or lesser-known, style of work they
do or what their connection is to the art world, age, gender,
nationality, if they have spoken to us previously, if the work
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is similar to that of other speakers we’ve had, whether I
think they would be a good fit for us, availability, if I like
their work (!) and many other intangibles that I can’t think
of at the moment.
Please do NOT invite them yourself. I would hate for
someone you have asked to be disappointed because they
have, for whatever reason, not been approached by me. In
the two years of doing this job, I have developed a method
of reaching out that works quite well and I prefer not to feel
the pressure of obligation.
Thank you all for your understanding.
Betzi Stein,
Program Chair

Lynn Gadal
3648 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Luncheon Meeting		
April 11, 2013 at 11:30 a.m.
At:				Olympic Collection
				11301 Olympic Blvd.
				Los Angeles, CA 90064
Program:			

Speaker: Elizabeth Chandler

Cost: 			
$24 (to be paid when you check-in at the door)
Menu:				Buffet
Board Meeting:		

10:00 a.m.

Reservations must be received by 12 NOON on Friday, April 5, 2013
Please e-mail or call for reservations:
		
Telephone:
Mara Thompson (310) 399-7519 Please speak clearly
		
E-mail to:
lunch@womenpainterswest.org
Please leave your name if you are bringing a guest(s) and please spell the name.
Guest(s) Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________
Memberʼs Name _________________________________________________________________________
If you are unable to attend after making a reservation, please call Mara before the deadline, or you will be
held financially responsible for the cost of the luncheon.

